
DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Monday, June 22, 2020- 6:00 p.m. 
Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom 

 

 

1. The meeting was called to Order by Chairman Wender at 6:00 PM.  

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was said by all. 

3. Roll Call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook and a quorum was present.  
 Present: Chairman Henry Wender, Vice Chairman Barb Kramer and Commissioners John Degenaer, 

Joe Stevens and Kevin Pirlot. (5) 
 Absent: None 
 Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Controller Brian Bousley, Sheriff Scott Rutter and Prosecutor 

Lisa Richards. 
 
4. Motion by Commissioner Kramer seconded by Commissioner Stevens to accept the agenda with the 

following addition: 
  9.B.3. VETERANS AFFAIRS 
  Make the following appointments-One partial term to expire 12/31/2022   Applicants: 
  David Stohl and Frank Lombard. 
 All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
 
5. Motion by Commissioner Pirlot seconded by Commissioner Stevens to approve the following 

meeting minutes.    Regular – June 8th               All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
 
6. COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION: 
 A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person) 
  Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.  
 
 B. Resolutions and Legislation – Commissioner Stevens-None 
 
 C.  DCHS -Chuck Nelson and Brian Donahue 

  Chuck Nelson addressed the Board; Good things are happening at the Hospital. We have  

  solidified things with the pediatrics department, 2 Doctors coming in. 

  There are 2 issues with the Hospital: The Governors Order to stop elective procedures,  

    which have now stopped so we are back to doing elective procedures.  The other is the  

  isolation rooms that were set aside for Covid patients which are down to 2 now.  We have  

  2 Covid patients at this time. We had low numbers in March April and May, due to extra  

  staffing for covid patients, but we are now getting back to normal. The CARES ACT 

   Grant helped sustain us through the shutdown.  The small staff that were furloughed are  

  now being called back. We received a grade A Leap Frog rating. 

  The USDA/Bonds are on hold for now.  

 He introduced Brian Donahue.  The Board welcomed Brian and he introduced himself 

and his background and he is looking forward to working at the Hospital. 
 
7. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 A. Finance Committee – Finance Chairperson Kramer 

1. Motion by Commissioner Kramer seconded by Commissioner Degenaer to approve 
the payment to the Michigan Townships Association for annual dues in the amount 
of $385.00.  Dues cover a one-year period from July 1 to June 30.   Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioners: 
Degenaer Aye 

 Kramer Aye 
 Pirlot  Aye 
 Stevens Aye 
 Wender Aye               Motion Carried.  
 

         2.  Motion by Commissioner Kramer seconded by Commissioner Pirlot to approve the  
  payment to the Dickinson Area Economic Development Alliance for 2020-2021  
  annual dues in the amount of $250.00.             Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 
  Kramer Aye 
  Pirlot  Aye 



  Stevens Aye 
  Wender Aye 
  Degenaer Aye              Motion Carried. 
  Commissioner Stevens stated that it should say Loyal to Local instead of annual due.  
 
         3.   Treasurer Lorna Carey explained her annual report of balance in foreclosure fund  
  accounts. 
 

 B. A-95 Review – Commissioner Kramer-None 
 
 C. Six County Employment Alliance – Commissioner Stevens-None 
 
 D. Planning and Zoning Committee – Commissioner Kramer-None 
 
 E. DHHS / DICSA – Commissioner Kramer 
  1.  DICSA meeting minutes of May 14th. 
 
 F. Dickinson-Iron Health Department – Commissioner Stevens-None 
 
 G. Northpointe – Commissioner Pirlot-None 
 
 H. Pinecrest – Commissioner Degenaer-None 
 
 I. Equalization Committee – Commissioner Degenaer-None 
 
 J. Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling – Commissioner Degenaer-None 
 
 K. Public Safety and Judiciary – Commissioner Wender 
  1.  Sheriff’s office monthly report for May.  
  Sheriff Rutter stated that the front office construction has begun.  He stated that the  
  Correctional Center and Staff went above and beyond for the inspection. He has a great staff. 
  Commissioner Pirlot asked the Sheriff if there was any funding for Covid if an inmate  
  contracted it as it would be a great burden on the County, Sheriff stated that there is not. 
  Prosecutor Richards stated we had our first non-jury trial today and it went well.  
 
 L. Parks Committee – Commissioner Stevens-None 

 
 M. Airport Committee – Commissioner Wender 

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer seconded by Commissioner Stevens to approve 
Debonaire, Inc to execute an Asset Purchase and Sale Agreement with Mr. Quadrani 
for an Aircraft Hangar located on leased land at the Dickinson County Ford Airport.  
Hangar address is 2100 Woodward Avenue, Kingsford, Michigan 49802.   
Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 
Degenaer Aye 
Kramer Aye 
Pirlot  Aye 
Stevens Aye 
Wender  Aye                 Motion Carried.  
 

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer seconded by Commissioner Kramer to approve 
the bid by Bacco Construction Co. in the amount of 2,062,348.48 for the 
Rehabilitation of Taxiway A and E, pavement, lighting and signage project at the 
Dickinson County Ford Airport. 
 Bacco Construction Company   $2,062,348.48 
 Payne & Dolan, Inc.    $2,249,816.33 
Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 
Kramer Aye 
Pirlot  Aye 
Stevens Aye 
Wender Aye 
Degenaer  Aye                 Motion Carried  
 

3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer seconded by Commissioner Pirlot to approve the 
bid by Fahmer Asphalt Sealers LLC in the amount of 282,536.00 for the Crack 
sealing and Remarking project at the Dickinson County Ford Airport.   
 Fahmer Asphalt Sealers, LLC   $282,536.00 
 JJ Cunningham, LLC    $360,310.00 



 Axtell’s, Inc.     $409,460.00 
 Scodeller Construction, Inc.   $450,460.00 
Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 
Pirlot  Aye 
Stevens Aye 
Wender Aye 
Degenaer Aye 
Kramer     Aye              Motion Carried.  
 

 N. Fair Board – Commissioner Degenaer-None 
  Commissioner Degenaer stated that there will be a special meeting tomorrow, so far the fair  
  has not been ruled out. 
 
 O. Library Board – Commissioner Pirlot-None 
 
 P. Employee Relations - Commissioner Degenaer 

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer seconded by Commissioner Kramer to approve 
District Court to reclassify the Deputy District Court Clerk position from T1950-6 to 
T1950-8, per the recommendation from the “Classification and Compensation 
Study” performed by MGT. Study includes a restructured job description.    
All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
 

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer seconded by Commissioner Kramer to approve 
District Court to reclassify the Deputy District Court Magistrate/District Court Clerk 
position from T1950-9 to T1950-12, per the recommendation from the 
“Classification and Compensation Study” performed by MGT.  Study includes a 
restructured job description.    All Ayes, Motion Carried. 

 
3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer seconded by Commissioner Pirlot to approve 

District Court to reclassify the District Court Magistrate/Court Administrator 
position from T1950-12 to MP-04, per the recommendation from the “Classification 
and Compensation Study” performed by MGT.  Study includes a restructured job 
description.    All Ayes, Motion Carried.  

 
4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer seconded by Commissioner Kramer to approve 

the Dickinson County Board of Commissioner “Reclassification Policy”.   
All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
 

5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer seconded by Commissioner Pirlot to approve the 
County Clerk to fill an upcoming vacancy for the position of “Chief Deputy Register 
of Deeds”.    All Ayes, Motion Carried.  

 
 Q. Dickinson County Hospital Committee – Commissioner Stevens-None 
 
 R. Dickinson County Road Commission – Commissioner Wender-None 
 
 S. Construction Code Commission – Commissionner Degenaer-None 
 
 T. Bay West Advisory Committee  - Commissioner Degenaer-None 
 
 U. Veterans’ Affairs Committee – Commissioner Stevens-None 
 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS & OLD BUSINESS:  Commissioner Stevens 

A. Motion by Commissioner Stevens seconded by Commissioner Pirlot to approve the 
negotiation of the sale of the Dickinson County owned building located at 700 Crystal Lake 
Blvd, Iron Mountain, Michigan to the Senior Citizens Council of Dickinson County.    
Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 
Wender Aye 
Stevens Aye 
Pirlot  Aye 
Kramer Aye 
Degenaer Aye             Motion Carried.  
Commissioner Pirlot stated this was built as a senior center and he is glad they are taking it 
over.  
Commissioner Wender stated this is a step in the right direction. 
 

9. PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Stevens 



A. Motion by Commissioner Stevens seconded by Commissioner Kramer to approve the 
County Controller to update and amend the Dickinson County COVID-19 Preparedness and 
Response Plan to coincide with the Dickinson County Courts Administrative Order “Plan to 
Begin to Return to Full Capacity”.    All Ayes, Motion Carried. 

 
        B.  Motion by Commissioner Stevens seconded by Commissioner Kramer to make the following  
 appointments 
 1.  BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY –  Applicants:  Hugh Harris 
       One-partial term to expire 7/31/2023 
       Applicant Hugh Harris was appointed. 
 
   Motion by Commissioner Degenaer seconded by Commissioner Pirlot to make the  
   following appointment.       
 2.  LAND BANK AUTHORITY -      Applicants:  Joe Stevens 
       Two-three-year terms to expire 8/31/2023            Lois Ellis 
   Applicants Lois Ellis and Joe Stevens were appointed.  
 
 Motion by Commissioner Stevens seconded by Commissioner Kramer to make the following  
 appointment.  

3.  VETERANS AFFAIRS     Applicants:  David Stohl 
      One-partial term to expire 12/31/2022                                                             Frank Lombard 
Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 
Degenaer  Lombard 
Kramer  Stohl 
Pirlot     Stohl 
Stevens  Lombard 
Wender  Stohl 
David Stohl was appointed to a partial term to expire 12/31/2022. 
 

10. Motion by Commissioner Pirlot seconded by Commissioner Stevens to accept the Committee 
Reports and Correspondence and place on file.   All Ayes, Motion Carried.  

 
11. Controller’s Report. 
 Controller Bousley stated the new website will be up and running next Monday.  
 The DNR grant for the playground has been extended.  The bids for the boat launch have been 

postponed as the funding is still up in the air.  
 We have applied for an extension on the audit, as we are still waiting on a few items. 
 We have applied for a loss prevention grant for a film on all the windows that will make them 

shatter proof. 
 The RAP grant has been approved up to $2000 for the tasers at the Sheriff Dept. 
 As you can see the Courthouse roof project has started.  
 He explained the reclassification/restructuring of District Court. 
 He explained the Airport funding/grants Cares Act $195,000 we should get back that will payoff the 

T-Hangers. $435,000 back into Fontana Trust.  
 
12.  Citizen’s Time (Limited to five minutes per person) 
 Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time Carol Bronzyk Quinnesec, an Employee, 

addressed the Board. She stated she has been an employee here for almost 20 years and someone 
they have just hired is making more money than her due to this restructuring and she has a lot 
more duties. Also, when there is a higher position open, they restructured it so there is no chance to 
advance.  She thanked the Board.  

 
13. Commissioners’ Personal Privilege. 
 Commissioner Kramer stated the Park is clean and ready to go, the movies will be starting up again 

on the 27th.  
 Commissioner Pirlot stated it is nice to see everyone in person it has been awhile.  
 Commissioner Degenaer stated he is very glad the hospital is opening up again. 
 Commissioner Stevens stated he helped cut the downed tress and restrung the fence around the  
 Indiana Mine. 
 Commissioner Wender stated he wished they would harvest the downed timber at Fumee it needs 

to be taken care of and is a big waste.  
 
14. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer seconded by Commissioner Kramer to adjourn, Subject to the 

Call of the Chairman at 7:12 P.M.     All Ayes, Motion Carried.  
 
 _____________________________________  __________________________________________ 
 Henry Wender, Chairman   Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk 



 
 


