DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, April 12, 2010 - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom


1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M.



2. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens. (5)

Absent: None

Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Sheriff Scott Celello, Equalization Director Larry Swartout, Controller Kay Pascoe and Administrative Assistant Sonya Pugh.

 4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the agenda with the following additions: 

7. K-1 Building & Supply/Real Estate & Remodeling

1. Include the quote from Kleiman for the repair of the Correctional Center Well.

9. Unfinished Business & Old Business:

1. Add the names of Alan Bilski to the list of applicants for one appointment to the County Road Commission.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.





5. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the following meeting minutes with some minor corrections to the Committee of the Whole Meeting.:  

Finance Committee - 3/15/10

Regular Meeting - 3/22/10

Committee of the Whole - 3/30/10

All Ayes, Motion Carried

Commissioner Stevens stated the date on the agenda says March 31, 2010 and the minutes say March 30, 2010, therefore the agenda had to be changed to March 30, 2010 and when the land bank was talked about, he stated he would still be willing to meet and discuss the land bank options and he wanted this to be put in the minutes.  

6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person)

Commissioner Martin introduced the following students from Mr. Hogberg’s Iron Mountain Government Class and Mrs. Celello’s Kingsford Government Class: Casey Czemek, Jonathon Neveu, Alex Heilala, Alex Lanthier, Brooke Cory, Matt Laurala, Emily Casanova, Megan Tousignant, Kyle Wicklund, Carly Frorenza, Kelly Protzmann, Cody Crockford, Trent Pacheco, Audra Hagen, Julia Calo and Max Malone. 

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time.  Alan Bilski, Norway, addressed the Board. He stated 

he apologized for getting his letter in for re-appointment to the Road Commission after the deadline. He stated

he had some medical issues that interfered with his getting the letter in on time. He asked the Board to consider his request for the appointment. 

B. Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Degenaer

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to adopt Dickinson County Resolution No. 2010-1 establishing a Dickinson County Forest Products Processing Renaissance Zone.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.

Mike Sussman, CEO of Verso Paper addressed the Board. He stated this is part of the process for an electrical generation project. He stated this will cost 44 million dollars to generate 23 megawatts of additional power on top of the 25 they make today.  He stated there will be about 50 jobs created within the community. He stated it will also create about 120 construction jobs. He stated they need this Boards support and Breitung Township support and then it would go to the Board of Directors of Verso Paper and then it would go to Michigan Economic Development Corporation in May and this should take about 60 days to complete.

State of Michigan

County of Dickinson

2010 – 1

Resolution

Resolution Establishing a Dickinson County Forest Products Processing Renaissance Zone.

At a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Dickinson County, Michigan, held on April 12, 2010 at the Dickinson County Courthouse, Iron Mountain, MI

PRESENT:
Commissioners Wender, Degenaer, Jr., Martin, Smith and Stevens

ABSENT:
None

The following resolution was offered by Commissioner Degenaer, Jr.  and supported by Commissioner Smith.
Whereas, Dickinson County desires to expand economic activity, and increase the number of jobs and income available to residents of the area, and;

Whereas, certain areas within our County have suffered from depressed economic activity for some time, including low incomes, lack of employment opportunities, and depressed business expansion; and

Whereas, the designation of selected areas as a Forest Products Processing Renaissance Zone will help attract new business, increase economic development, and expand business and employment opportunities in Dickinson County and surrounding communities for years to come, and;

Whereas, the local units of government, local citizens, and local businesses are

committed to improving the area, should a Forest Products Processing Renaissance Zone be designated, and;

Whereas, the commitment extends to making new investments and marketing of the area to other investors, and;

Whereas, should the area be designated a Forest Products Processing Renaissance Zone, persons and property within that zone that are engaged in forest products processing production would be exempt from taxes levied by the township, village, county, and other units of government as provided under PA 376 of 1996, as amended, which will provide a stimulus to develop the area, and;

Whereas, the state government, under the Act, will reimburse local schools, community colleges, intermediate school districts, and public libraries for any revenue lost due to the exemption provided by the Act, and;

Whereas, we estimate that tax revenue lost, which is estimated on the attached schedules, 

would be a small fraction of the benefits the designation of a Forest Products Processing Renaissance Zone will bring the community.

Legal Description and Certificate of Survey Attached.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

That the land described by the legal description shall be included in the Forest Products Processing Renaissance Zone with various state, local and county taxes being waived for new investment on the property for a period of 15 years beginning January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2025.

Upon a vote for the adoption of said Resolution, the vote was:

YEAS:

Commissioners Wender, Degenaer, Jr., Martin, Smith and Stevens

NAYS:

None

This resolution was thereupon declared adopted.

Certification by County Clerk:

7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the Treasurer’s Trial Balance and Budget Status reports for the period ending 3/31/10. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the monthly bills for March in the amount of $218,714.94. Roll Call  Vote: Commissioners:

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried. 

3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to release the 2010 appropriation for the Felch Senior Center in the amount of $3,600. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Motion Carried.

4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to authorize the Chairman, Finance Chairman, and County Treasurer to sign the Dickinson County Retiree Health Care Fund Trust Agreement which authorizes Northern Michigan Bank and Trust to set up and administer an IRS approved irrevocable trust to provide funding for the County’s share of retiree health care benefits. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to Set the

 time at 6:30 P.M. on Thursday April 15th, to  meet with the Finance Committee and Northern Michigan Bank to refine the attached Investment Policy prior to submitting the Investment Policy for Board approval.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

6. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to release the 2010 appropriation to the Lake Antoine Association for aquatic nuisance treatment in the amount of $2,500.  Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Motion Carried.

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report 

C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith

Commissioner Smith stated the YMCA is going to try and implement programs at the Crystal Lake Community Center.  He stated they are going to start a gigantic fund drive for a new YMCA. 

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report  

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Planning Committee meeting minutes of 2/25/10.

F.
DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Smith - No Report 

           G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Smith - No Report

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Northpointe Board meeting minutes of 3/18/10.

Commissioner Martin stated the Board rendered thanks to Judy Pomeroy who has been a Northpointe Board member for 15 years representing Menominee County. She stated he Menominee County Board did not re-appoint her. She stated she has been a very good member, knowledgeable, conscientious and it is a shame she was not re-appointed. 

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling- Commissioner Smith

1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to authorize the Boussum Well Drilling to proceed with repairs to the Correctional Center well, including the replacement of the pump (which is 22 years old), at a cost of $1,565.42. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 

Wender
Aye

Stevens
Aye

Smith

Aye

Martin

Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.
L.
Public Safety and Judiciary - Commissioner Henry Wender - No Report

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

            N.
Airport Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize the payment of $6,500 to the Holmberg General Agency for Airport Liability Insurance. (This premium has been the same for the past 3 years.) Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried

2. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole that the two tiered system for rental car concessions be eliminated and that any rental car agency wanting to do business at Ford Airport must conform to the Ford Airport Rules and Ordinances. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Martin

Aye

Smith


Nay

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.

Commissioner Smith thought this was completely unfair. He stated the occupant inside stated if we give the outside gentleman a reduced rate, he will close up his inside business and operate from outside because it is ½ the price. 

Pascoe also stated we have an extra two weeks to comment on the airline choice to be made by the FAA.  

O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin - No Report

Q.
Dickinson Partnership/Economic Dev. - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender  - No Report

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin

Commissioner Martin stated the enrollment is on the rise. 

8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):  


Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.

 9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS & OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Degenaer Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to nominate the following applicants for  one appointment to the County Road Commission for a three-year term to expire 4/30/13:  Richard Wales and Alan Bilski. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Bilski

Martin

Bilski

Smith

Bilski

Stevens
Did Not Vote

Wender

Abstained

Alan Bilski was appointed to the Dickinson County Road Commission for a three year term to expire 4/30/13.

Commissioner Smith stated Richard Wales is an employee of the Road Commission and that precludes him from being appointed to the Road Commission.  Commissioner Stevens agreed with Smith but Bilski got his letter in three or four days late and in the past we have refused to appoint people because they were late. 

Commissioner Stevens stated he would like to re-advertise. He stated we should either follow the policy we have or change it.  Commissioner Martin stated there were extraordinary health issues that caused Mr. Bilski to be late.  

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to nominate the following applicants for  one appointment to the Northpointe Board for a three-year term to expire 3/31/13: William DeDie and Clifford Smith. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Martin

DeDie

Smith

DeDie

Stevens
DeDie

Wender
DeDie

Degenaer Jr.
DeDie

William DeDie was appointed to the Northpointe Board for a three year term to expire 3/31/13.

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Degenaer - None

11. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report.

Kay Pascoe stated we will  receive $7,574 for the timber sale at Gus NewBerg Park. She stated we will owe Mr. Force 10% of the total.  She stated they are working hard to clean the parks. 

13
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Martin stated 1/3 of the Northpointe Board will consist of people who are receiving services through Northpointe or have a family member who is receiving these services.  She further stated students at Kingsford are going to witness live court on Thursday. 

Commissioner Stevens stated this Verso deal is very good for our area. Larry Swartout explained that Verso gets a complete abatement for 12 years and then years 13, 14, and 15, one third comes on, and then the full amount after 15 years. He stated it will cost the County $48,000 the first year. 

14.  Motion by Commissioner Wender, supported by Commissioner Martin to adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:10 P.M.

__________________________________________

________________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman





Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk

