
DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, August 10, 2009 - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll call was taken by Administrative Assistant Sonya Pugh and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith, and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens (5)

Absent: (0)

Also Present: Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Equalization Director Larry Swartout, Controller Kay Pascoe and  Administrative Assistant Sonya Pugh. 

4. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the agenda with the following addition:

6B. Resolution and Legislation

1. Delete and replace with the following:

Authorized the Chairman to sign a letter protesting the rate increases requested by WE energies. (The protest may be filed electronically or by fax.)





All Ayes, Motion Carried.

5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the following meeting minutes with one clarification:  
Regular Meeting - 7/27/09

13. Commissioners’ Personal Privilege

Last paragraph read as follows “Commissioner Martin asked if there was a record on how often Northpointe is here?”

Commissioner Martin would like the following clarification “Commissioner Martin asked if there was a record of how often Northpointe provides services to the jail?”

6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person).

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time.  Al St. Peter, Executive Director of TRICO, addressed the Board. He thanked the Board for re-considering the appropriation for TRICO of $4,500. He stated he hoped they would approve this because it is crucial to their program as far as funding.  He stated this money has been used for vocational assessments and evaluations for individuals. He asked the Board if they had any questions and they did not. There was no other participation.



B. Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Stevens

1.Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to authorize the Chairman to sign a letter protesting the rate increase requested by WE energies. (The protest may be filed electronically or by fax.)  All Ayes, Motion carried.

Commissioner Stevens stated this will be a 33% increase for residential and commercial. He stated the increase will cost the hospital approximately $109,000 per year and the courthouse and jail increase would be approximately $16,000 per year and the airport would be another $13,000. 

He stated the average house would be $35 a increase  and in today’s economic conditions is too much.  He urged all counties to protest and all other municipalities who are served by Wisconsin Electric. He asked that a letter be sent to all municipalities.

7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to  accept the Treasurer’s Trial Balance and Budget Status Reports for the period ending 7/31/09.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to release the 2009 appropriation to the Civil Air Patrol in the amount of $500. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.

3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to reinstate the 2009 appropriation for TRICO in the amount of $4,500. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.

4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to release the 50% distribution of the Convention & Tourism Tax to the Western UP Substance Abuse Coordinating Agency in the amount of $12,983. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Motion Carried.

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens 
- No Report

C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report 

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith   - No Report

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

F.
DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Smith  - No Report

            G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Smith - No Report

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin - No Report

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling Committee- Commissioner Smith

No Report

L.
Public Safety and Judiciary Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender

No Report

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Fumee Lake Commission minutes of 6/11/09.
            N.
Airport Committee -Commissioner Henry Wender
 - No Report

O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin - No Report

Q.
Dickinson Partnership/Economic Development - Commissioner Joe Stevens

No Report

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens  

1.  Hospital minutes for 2008 and 2009 ytd.


T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender -No Report 

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin

I. Bay West Advisory Board meeting minutes of 6/25/09.

 8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):  

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.

9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Stevens - No Report

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Stevens - No Report

11. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr. To accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report.

Controller Pascoe stated we had our exit audit with Anderson -Tackman and it was clean with no material problems or issues we have to deal with.  She stated we had a modest increase in our fund balance and our financial statements are available on the Michigan Department of Treasury Web Sight.

Controller Pascoe stated we are in the process of putting the bid specs together for the HVAC project at the Sheriff’s Department. She stated with the $50,000 grant, maybe some of the TIFA money,  and the money we have put away over the years, we will be able to pay for this project.

13.
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Stevens thanked Kay for getting the figures for the increase in the electricity bills

so fast.  He also stated it is nice to have a clean audit that shows we have so little problems in the County. He thanked the County employees and Department Heads. Controller Pascoe stated Treasurer  Margie Tarsi also keeps such good General Ledger records and all of that helps the auditors. 

14.  Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:02 P.M.

_____________________________________
________________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman



Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk

