
DICKINSON COUNTY 
    BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

    Regular Meeting – July 8, 2013 
   Courthouse, Circuit Courtroom - 6:30 p.m. 

 
1. The meeting was called to Order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P. M..   

 
2. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all. 

 
3. Roll Call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook and a quorum was present. 
 
 Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Stevens and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Kramer and Martin. (5) 
 Absent: 0 
 Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Prosecutor Lisa Richards, Sheriff Scott Celello, Equalization Director 

 Sid Bray and Controller Nicole Frost. 
 

4. Motion by Commissioner Kramer, supported by Commissioner Martin to accept the agenda as written.  
 All Ayes, Motion Carried.    

 
5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve the following meeting 

minutes as written:    
 
      Regular Meeting – 6/24/13 
      Finance Committee Meeting – 6/20/13 
 All Ayes, Motion Carried for the regular meeting and Degenaer Jr., Kramer, Stevens and Wender Ayes for the 

Finance meeting and Martin abstained because she was not present. 
 
6. COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:  

 
A. Citizens’ Time:  (Limited to five minutes per person) 
Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time. Seth Anderson, California, addressed the Board. 
He stated they will be producing a $1,000,000.00 film beginning in February of 2014. He stated it is an 
action film. He stated it will be about a 6 month project. He stated he wanted to open the dialog with 
the local people. He stated they will need some things like transportation and catering. He stated he 
will be producing this with his brother. There was no other participation.  
 
B.   Resolutions and Legislation – Commissioner Martin 
 
 1. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve a 
 resolution supporting the UP Area Agency on Aging’s 2014-2016 Multi-Year Plan.      
 All Ayes, Motion Carried. 

  Commissioner Martin stated the overall population of the PSA declined by 20%, the population of 
  those age 60 and older increased by 13% and the greatest increase was seen in those aged 85 years and 
  older. She stated the percentage of those aged 60 and older in poverty increased from 27% to 37% in 
  2010. 
  Commissioner Stevens stated UPCAP is a well-run organization and well respected. 
  Commissioner Kramer stated they are very compassionate. 
   
7. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 
A. Finance Committee - Finance Chairman Degenaer 
 

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Kramer to release 
 the 2013 appropriation to the UP RC&D Council in the amount of $300. Roll Call Vote: 
 Commissioners: 
 Degenaer Jr. Aye 
 Kramer Aye 
 Martin  Aye 
 Stevens Aye 
 Wender Aye  Motion Carried. 

 
2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to release 

 the 2013 appropriation to the County Band in the amount of $4,000. Roll Call Vote: 
 Commissioners: 
 Kramer Aye 
 Martin  Aye 
 Stevens Aye 
 Wender Aye 
 Degenaer Jr. Aye  Motion Carried. 

 
 
 



3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to accept 
 the Treasurer’s Trial Balance and Budget Status  reports for period ending 
 6/30/13. All Ayes, Motion Carried. 

 
4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Kramer to approve 

 the monthly bills for June in the amount of $154,020.17. Roll Call Vote: 
 Commissioners: 
 Martin  Aye 
 Stevens Aye 
 Wender Aye 
 Degenaer Jr., Aye 
 Kramer Aye  Motion Carried. 

 
5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Kramer to approve 

 the request of the Probate Court Judge to repair the Juvenile officer car by installing a 
 rebuilt transmission at an approximate cost of $3,130.00 less the 6% sales tax.   
 Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 
 Stevens Aye 
 Wender Aye 
 Degenaer Jr. Aye 
 Kramer Aye 
 Martin  Aye  Motion Carried. 

  
 B. A-95 Review - Commissioner Kramer-No report 

 
 C. Crystal Lake Center/YMCA - Commissioner Kramer-No report 
 

D. Six County Employment Alliance - Commissioner Stevens-No report 
  Commissioner Stevens stated their audit was complete and clean. 
 

E. Planning and Zoning Committee - Commissioner Kramer 
 
 1. Planning Commission meeting minutes of 5/23/13. 

   Commissioner Kramer stated they just started the Recreation Plan and it should be complete 
   by the end of the year. 
 

F. DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Kramer-No report 
 
G. Dickinson-Iron Health Department – Commissioner Kramer-No report 
  
H. Northpointe - Commissioner Martin. –No report.       
 
I. Pinecrest - Commissioner Degenaer-No report 
 
J. Equalization Committee - Commissioner Degenaer.-No report 
 
K. Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling – Commissioner Degenaer-No report 
 
L. Public Safety and Judiciary - Commissioner Wender 
  
 1. Motion by Commissioner Kramer, supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve the 

    renewal application for the FY2014-2015 Proposal and Application for the West-Central 
   UP Regional Community Corrections Program grant.  All Ayes, Motion Carried. 

 
M. Parks Committee - Commissioner Stevens-No report 

  Commissioner Stevens stated the parks are busy but not full. He stated after the season everyone  
  should go on a parks tour.  
  Commissioner Wender stated the Park Manager, Terry Johnson, stated the parks were clean on July 
  5th from firework litter and the Chairman commended the Sheriff’s Office for enforcing the  
  Fireworks laws.  

   
     N. Airport Committee - Commissioner Wender 
 

 1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Kramer to authorize 
   the Chairman to execute MDOT Contract No. 2013-0302 providing an Airport Awareness 
   Grant in the amount of $27,778, including a local match in the amount of $2,778.  
   Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 
   Wender  Aye 
   Stevens  Aye 
   Martin  Aye 
   Kramer  Aye 
   Degenaer Jr., Aye  Motion Carried. 
 
 
 



 O. Fair Board - Commissioner Degenaer-No report  
   Commissioner Degenaer Jr., stated the Fair Books are done. He stated all the roads at the State Fair 

  are named after each county and Hannahville and Dickinson County is by the Grandstands on the 
 West side.  

  Chairman Wender stated the Fair Board members replaced all the columns at the grandstands. 
 Chairman Wender stated the County should know about all the volunteer work the Fair Board 
 members do. He stated it looks good. 

 
P. Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin-No report 
 
Q. Dickinson Partnership/Economic Dev. - Commissioner Stevens-No report 

 
R. Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Degenaer-No report 

 
S. Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Stevens-No report  
 
T. Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Wender –No report 

 
U. Construction Code Commission - Commissioner Degenaer-No report 
 
V. Bay West Advisory Committee - Commissioner Martin  
 
 1. Bay West Meeting Minutes of 3/21/2013. 

  Commissioner Kramer stated she went to the Bay West Meeting and they were given a tour of the 
  Human Simulation Lab. She stated they have an adult mannequin, pediatric and infant mannequin. 
 
 8. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person): 
 
 Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.   
 
 9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS & OLD BUSINESS:  Commissioner Martin - None 
 
  
10. PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS:   Commissioner Martin 
 

1. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to appoint Barb Kramer 
as the representative and Joe Stevens as the alternate to the UP Resource Conservation & Development (RC 
& D) Council.  All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
 
2. Commissioner Martin stated this is the first Mine Inspectors Report and it is very detailed. Commissioner 
Stevens stated this is a very detailed report and he requested that we send all municipalities the report. 
Commissioner Wender stated it was an excellent report also. 

 
11. Motion by Commissioner Kramer, supported by Commissioner Martin to accept all Committee Reports and 
 Correspondence and Place on File. 
 All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
 
12. Controller’s Report. 
 Controller Nicole Frost stated the 6 month budget recap is right on track. She stated there are two that are over 
 budget do to the retirement of Larry Swartout and Kay Pascoe. She inquired about postage overages and the 
 Clerk replied she will look into it. She stated Office supplies are high and computer charges are high also. 
 She stated she will look into these. She stated reimbursements are low. She stated some of these were due to 
 billing the other counties for expenditures and that will be done. She also mentioned that the Prosecutors 
 Office has a part-time opening and does the Board have to approve that hiring? The Board does not have to 
 approve part time openings. She also asked the Board if they would be interested in a Health Savings Account 
 for those who will not receive health care after retirement? She stated this will not cost the County any 
 money as the employee would put money in from their payroll account. She stated she will bring the 
 information to the Board. She stated Diane Kenny, from Equalization, will retire in September.  
 
13. Commissioners’ Personal Privilege. 
 Commissioner Stevens stated the parade was wonderful and the fly over was fantastic. He stated the concert 
 was wonderful. He stated Lloyd Mathews from CUPPAD will be retiring and Joel Schultz will be taking his 
 place. He stated the increases for utilities are extreme. He stated the Public Service Commission does not 
 have our interest at heart. He asked a letter be written asking how many increases they have asked for in the 
 last 10 years and the percentage of denials. He asked Seth Anderson about the movie? Seth explained it is an 
 action movie about a marine that is trying to save his daughter after martial law is set in the country.  
 Commissioner Kramer asked about the budget of one million dollars? He stated yes and a great deal of that 
 will be spent here and we will need extras, photography and talent. 
 Commissioner Kramer stated they will be going to Schoolcraft, Menominee and Gogebic Counties about the 
 Bike Path. 
 Commissioner Degenaer stated that an article in the paper stated he had 35 Fair Board meetings in a year. He 
 stated he is on 2 Fair Boards and there is one meeting a month for each, which is 24 meetings, and meetings 
 every day at the fair and as a Fair Board member, they volunteer between 80 hours and 200 hours a year at the 
 fair. He stated they maintain all the buildings. He stated the Fair is dear to his heart and he works very hard. 
 He stated he will meet with this person anytime. 



 Commissioner Wender stated the Board supports all the hard work the Fair Board does. 
 
14.  Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to adjourn, subject to Call of 
 Chairman at 7:10 P.M. 
 
 
 _______________________________   ______________________________ 
 Henry Wender, Chairman    Dolly L Cook, County Clerk
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