DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, December 14, 2009 - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P. M.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll Call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens.

Absent: (0)

Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Undersheriff Scott Rutter, Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Equalization Director Larry Swartout, Controller Kay Pascoe and Administrative Assistant Sonya Pugh. 

4. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the agenda with the following additions:

7.A  Finance Committee

5. Approve the release of 2009 appropriation to the Dickinson Area Partnership in the amount of $5,000. (A payment was made in January, 2009 but no payment had been made in 2008.)


6. Authorize the Chairman to sign an application for funds from the USDA Rural Development in the amount of $11,092, 25% of the funds needed for a new Police Vehicle and a gas convection oven for the jail kitchen.

7. R. Employee Relations

1. Approve the request of Corrections Officer Trudy Sparks for a leave of absence

subject to the terms and conditions set forth in a letter from the Sheriff Celello to Officer Sparks dated December 14, 2009.




All Ayes, Motion Carried.

5. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the following meeting minutes with one correction:  
Regular Meeting - 11/23/09

7.C -  Crystal Lake Community Center

1. The motion was correct, but the following language was added to the conversation: Commissioner Smith stated “This money to be deducted from the appropriation for the coming year (2010) so we can review things in 2 or 3 months and see what progress might have been made as far as eliminating the need for such appropriation.”

All Ayes, Motion Carried.
6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person)

A. Public Hearing on Dickinson County 2010 General Appropriations Act.

Chairman Wender opened the public hearing at 6:35P.M.  There was no participation.

Commissioner Smith explained the budget to the students.  The hearing was closed at 6:40P.M.

A. Citizens Time

The students from Mr. Hogberg’s Iron Mountain Government Class and the Mrs. Celello’s Kingsford Government Class were introduced as follows: Caitlyn Fortier, Jennelle Gray, Ashley Gray, Brittany Fox, John Peters, Emily Slajus, Kelly Derwinski, Kelly Lusardi, Dylan Carr,

Ethan Lindquist.

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.

B. Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Smith - None
7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer JR., supported by Commissioner Smith to place a 1/4 page ad for $85.00  in Kiwanis Ski Jump Program. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to approve the release of $4,828.94 to the Dickinson-Iron Health Department, the Department’s share of the 2009 cigarette tax collections. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.

3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to  approve the 2010 General Appropriations Act.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to accept the Treasurer’s Trial Balance and Budget Status reports for the period ending 11/30/09.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.

5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to 

approve the release of 2009 appropriation to the Dickinson Area Partnership in the amount of $5,000. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Motion Carried.

6. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize the Chairman to sign an application for funds from the USDA Rural Development in the amount of $11,092, 25% of the funds needed for new Police Vehicle and a gas convection oven for the jail kitchen. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Motion Carried

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens 

1. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr. To send a letter of favorable comment for the A-95 Review for Breitung Township for Wastewater System Improvements.
All Ayes, Motion Carried.


C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report 

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith   - No Report

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

F.
DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Smith  - No Report

            G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Smith

1. Health Department Board meeting minutes of 11/20/09.

Commissioner Smith complimented the Health Department for a wonderful job done with the H1N1 flu shots.  Linda Piper, Director of the Health Department explained the Flu Clinics and the great work done by the volunteers. She explained the process of the flu clinics with all schools in the area. She thanked the news media, Aaron Harper and Jim Anderson for all their coverage. 

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Northpointe Board meeting minutes of 11/19/09.

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

1.
Pinecrest Board meeting minutes of 10/22/09.

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. -No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling Committee- Commissioner Smith

No Report
L.
Public Safety and Judiciary Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender


No Report

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Steven

1. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to approve sending a letter to the City of Norway and Norway Township regarding the closing of Hanbury Lake Park.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

            N.
Airport Committee -Commissioner Henry Wender - No Report


O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Library Board meeting minutes of 11/23/09.

Commissioner Martin explained that Dr. Belding will not be applying for re-appointment to the Library Board. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to send a letter to Dr. Belding commending him for his 10 years of service to the Library Board. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Q.
Dickinson Partnership/Economic Development - Commissioner Joe Stevens

No Report

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith

Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to approve the request of Corrections Officer Trudy Sparks for a leave of absence subject to the terms and conditions set forth in a letter from Sheriff Celello to Officer Sparks dated December 14, 2009. All Ayes, Motion Carried. The letter read as follows:

December 14, 2009

Trudy R. Sparks

Dear Ms. Sparks:

The Dickinson County Board of Commissioners has considered your request to be placed on a Leave of Absence and has agreed to grant a thirty day leave of absence to begin upon the expiration of your FMLA leave subject to the following conditions:

2. As soon as possible, provide me with a letter from your physician indicating that there is a reasonably good chance that you will be able to return to work upon the expiration of the 30 day leave.

3. Prior to returning work, you must provide me with a statement from your physician that you are able to perform the duties of a Corrections Officer with no restrictions.

4. When and if your physician releases you for work, you will undergo an independent medical evaluation by a physician chosen by Dickinson County at county expense prior to returning to work.  Both evaluations must provide unrestricted release to work permits  before you will be allowed to return to work.

5. This leave will be unpaid and all fringe benefits shall terminate as of the end date of your Family Medical Leave. You may elect to self-pay your health insurance premium during this time. 

6. This leave is subject to all the terms and conditions of Article 13 Leave of Absence of the labor agreement between Dickinson County and the Correctional Officers Association.

7. The granting of this request is in response to your inability to resume the duties of a Corrections Officer at this time and in no way indicates concurrence with any statements in your letter of request.

Sincerely,

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens

No Report

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender 

1. Road Commission meeting minutes of 11/11/09.

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer Jr. - No Report

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin - No Report

 8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):  

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time. Chuck Lantz, Veteran’s Affairs Director, addressed the Board. He stated with the transition going on he thanked the Board for any help they gave. He invited the Board members to his renovated office and see what they are doing for the veterans. He thanked the Board. 
 


 9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Smith  - No Report

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Smith

1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Stevens to leave the meeting of Monday,  December 28, 2009 at 6:30 P.M.

2. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize advertising for appointments on the following: Crystal Lake Community Center - three, three year term; Library Board - one 5 year term; Planning Commission - balance of a 3-year term; Western UP Substance abuse - balance of a three year term. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Commissioner Stevens suggested cutting the Planning Commission by two and that amount would not hurt the Boards integrity.  He stated we are always having trouble getting people to serve. Pascoe stated she will look at the by-laws.

11.Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report.

Controller Kay Pascoe stated WE Energies has made alternate proposals in place of the 35% increase for next year. She stated one would be an across the Board increase of 9 ½% and the other would be the same ratio and would cost the County 7.5%. She stated if the Public Service Commission does not act by the end of the year, the 9.5% will go into effect. She stated they (WE) feels this will give the Public Commission more time to re-evaluate the program.  She further stated the Michigan House passed a bill which cuts payments in lieu of taxes. She stated the Commercial Forest Reserve will be cut by 12% or $6,800 and the Swamp Tax will also be cut by 12% or $23,936 less.  She stated the legislature wanted this to be permanent and MAC got it limited to 2009 & 2010 budget. She also stated they will now be offering gift certificates for camping at our parks. 

Commissioner Stevens stated if the Public Service Commission does not act on the WE increase, he felt they were derelict of their duties. He asked Kay to find out how they are appointed, what their duties are, and if there is any way we can still fight this?  

13
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Stevens stated Michigan Works will have 1,000 Census Workers jobs available in the future. He stated the average pay is $11.80 an hour and there are management positions available. He stated this is a short term job and you must be 18 years old. He further stated he would like a strategic planning meeting in January to discuss many issues that face the County. 

He stated this was important for the long term decisions that need to be made. 

Commissioner Smith stated we received a $32,000 refund check from Michigan Workman’s Compensation. He complemented the Department Heads for a job well done. 

Commissioner Wender asked Kay to stay on the Heating and Air Conditioning project for the Correctional Center to get the bids out shortly. 

14.Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Stevens to adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:15P.M.

_____________________________________

_____________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman




Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk

