DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, February 22, 2010 - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom



.













1. The meeting was called  to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens. (5)

Absent: (0)

Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Undersheriff Scott Rutter, Controller Kay Pascoe and Administrative Assistant Sonya Pugh.

4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the agenda as written. All Ayes, Motion Carried.





5. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the following meeting minutes as written:  



Regular Meeting - 2/8/10

Committee of the Whole - 2/1/10 (corrected)

All Ayes, Motion Carried.















6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person)

 Chairman Wender asked the following students from Mr. Hogberg’s Iron Mountain Government Class to stand and introduce themselves: Steven Armstrong, Katelynn Johnson, Carlyn Mellon, Kashmere Sam, Jessica Nelson, Roberta Adams, Michelle Barone, Nikki Trevarthen, Alex Lebo, T. J. Lefebure, Kattie Lemire, Nolan Wilinski, Derek Saxon, Mark Bafile, Kelsie Essendrup, Luke Anderson, Erica Ebertsch and Luke Benbow.

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.

B. Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Martin

1. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Smith to approve Dickinson County Resolution No. 2010-1 in support of the final report of the Legislative Commission on Statutory Mandates, Dec. 2009. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Smith to approve a Resolution from CUPPAD in support of The Back Forty Joint Venture (HudBay Minerals/Aquila Resources). All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Commissioner Smith stated he has been at this site in Stephenson.  He stated Commissioner Stevens was at the site too.  He stated they discovered by accident several types of minerals including gold. He stated the mine will be quite small and provide employment for 35-80 people. He stated there will be under ground mining and open pit mining. He further stated it would be good for that community. Commissioner Stevens stated this petition is sending a message that we believe in mining in the U.P. and it made the U.P. He stated they discovered about 1 billion dollars worth of gold in that spot. He stated this also goes under the river into Wisconsin. 

7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to accept Pricing Option #1 of $101,374.01 for the provision of Jail health services by Health Professionals, Ltd. for 2010. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.

Commissioner Stevens asked if the Board could re-negotiate a contract to bump up the beds so we are not paying that extra fee. Controller Pascoe stated we will re-negotiate the basic fee next year. She stated they are still hopeful the population will come down. She stated the savings would not be that much. Commissioner Wender stated it is hard to negotiate when our limit is 71 beds. Pascoe explained the care and why we have to pay for it to the students. Commissioner Smith stated they do not buy their prescription drugs locally and when the plan started we had a Physician Assistant who set up the program and took care of things and now we have a 2 grades lower  LPN. He stated we are not getting the quality that we had.  Commissioner Wender  stated in regard to the prescription drugs, we did a cost comparison, and it was considerably cheaper the way  we are doing it.  


2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the  Treasurer’s Interest Report for 2009. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Commissioner Smith stated because interest rates were so low, our total interest was $141,000 less than last year. 

3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to approve 2010 Borrowing Resolution as requested by the County Treasurer in her memo of 2/17/10.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Commissioner Martin asked if this was a new resolution? Pascoe stated this is a new resolution because we have not had to borrow to buy the delinquent taxes in the previous years. She stated we may not have to borrow, but if we do, this starts the process.  

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens  - No Report

C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report 

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith   - No Report

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Conservation District meeting minutes of 1/19/10.

F.
DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Smith  - No Report

           G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Smith

1. Health Dept. Board Meeting of 12/18/09.

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin - No Report

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling- Commissioner Smith

 No Report
L.
Public Safety and Judiciary - Commissioner Henry Wender

1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to approve the request of the Sheriff to solicit bids for a gas convection oven for the Jail Kitchen. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to approve the request of the Sheriff to solicit bids for one 2010 Patrol Car.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr. to accept the low bid of Mendina Construction in the amount of $5,200 for the replacement of a pavilion roof at Lake Mary. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens

Nay

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye
Motion Carried.

 Commissioner Stevens stated Medina Construction is from Hermansville and for $55.00 more we can hire a local firm that is located in the County and pays taxes in the County. Commissioner Degenaer Jr. stated he lives in Hermansville, but his business is in Norway.  Pascoe stated they have all put up roofs for us and they have all done satisfactory work. Commissioner Degenaer Jr.,

stated Medina has a 30 year warranty and his work is guaranteed for life.  

            N.
Airport Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender - No Report


O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Library Board meeting minutes of 2/9/10.

Q.
Dickinson Partnership/Economic Dev. - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens

Commissioner Smith stated he went to a Building Committee meeting at the hospital. He stated they are in the process of trying to build another building to service primary care, women’s health, orthopaedics and rehab services. He stated the building proposed is 42,000 square feet and if they put a basement in, it will be another 10,000 feet. He stated the cost is between 8.6 million and 9.5 million dollars. He stated the discussion today was where to put the building and many suggestions were made. He stated local people are working on the details and groundwork.

Chairman Wender asked how are they going to pay for this and what are their finances going to be?  Commissioner Smith stated they are thinking about a USDA Grant among other things and loans.

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender 

1. Road Commission meeting minutes of 2/10/10.

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin - No Report

 8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):  


Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no other participation.

 9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS & OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Martin - None

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Martin

1. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to approve the request of the County Clerk to participate in Passport Day USA 2010 by having the County Clerk’s Office open and staffed for passport applications on Saturday, March 27, 2010 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

County Clerk Dolly Cook explained passports are going up by $35.00 and the passport fair on Saturday March 27, 2010 would be a good time for families to come and get them. She stated it was very good last year and gave those people who work a chance to come in with their families and apply all together. She stated the County did make some money last year. 

11. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report.

Controller Pascoe stated the County Transition Team for the Extension Office is looking for a County Administrator to be part of that team. She stated there is no travel involved and all contact will be by conference calls. 

Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to allow Kay Pascoe, County Controller, to be part of the County Extension Transition Team.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Pascoe further stated she got an e-mail from the Department of Transportation and they are now requesting proposals for essential air service for the four airports in the U.P. that receive subsidized EAS service. She stated the proposals are due March 25, 2010. She stated our current contract is up on August 31, 2010. 

13
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Stevens reported on UPCAP. He stated UPCAP is a Clearing House for Senior Citizens funds coming through the Federal and State levels. He stated we pay $1,000 dues and our return is 1.2 million dollars. He stated home delivered meals in the whole U.P. was 421,000 and 50,000 were delivered in Dickinson County. He stated they are the authority for the State Fair, 911, home out reach control, respite care, home care assistance, medication management, adult daycare, health screening, legal assistance, elder abuse, support groups for care taking training and personal emergency response systems and nursing. He stated they also do the 211 calling center which had an 8% increase in calls. He stated any senior can call this number and get assistance for just about anything.  He stated it is a great clearing house for people in need.

Commissioner Stevens also thanked the Prosecutor, Sheriff, Kingsford Public Safety and State Police for the great work done and quick capture of the defendant due to the  Bank Robbery in Kingsford. He stated it just shows the quality of people we have working in our community to bring that to a closure so fast. 

Commissioner Degenaer Jr. commended the Sheriff’s Department, all the police forces and the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office for such a quick recovery during and after the bank robbery. He stated it was a job well done. 

Prosecutor Brule reported that the amount requested from Superior Aviation was paid in full.

She also reported that the FBI was involved in the Bank Robbery and the Federal Prosecutor 

also was involved and that the defendant was brought to Marquette for arraignment.

14.  Motion by Commissioner Wender, supported by Commissioner Smith to adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:10 P.M.

_____________________________

_____________________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman


Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk

