DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, February 8, 2010 - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom


1. The meeting was called  to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3.Roll Call was taken by County  Clerk Dolly Cook and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens. (5)

Absent: None

Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Sheriff Scott Celello, Equalization Director Larry Swartout, Controller Kay Pascoe and Administrative Assistant Sonya Pugh. 

4. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept the agenda as written.  All Ayes, Motion Carried. 





5. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to approve the following meeting minutes:  

Regular Meeting - 1/25/10

Committee of the Whole - 2/1/10

Finance Committee - 1/21/10

All Ayes, Motion Carried.













6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person)

Commissioner Martin introduced the following students from Mr. Hogberg’s Iron Mountain Government Class: Brianna Ryan, Kinzie Flaminio, Tony Secinaro, Phil Blumensaadt, Kayla Perron, Elysse Hautamaki and Kaite Anderson.

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time. Dr. Art Belding addressed the Board. (He read a letter that is on file in the County Clerk’s Office.) He expressed to the Board his complete satisfaction with the cooperation and assistance he received from the Equalization Department. He stated Sid Bray and Larry Swartout helped him sort out  problems with deeds that did not include a road he and the other property owners wanted the County Road Commission to assume.

He stated he was very satisfied with the cheerful efficient help he received.  He thanked the Board.  There was no other participation.

B. Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Degenaer - None

7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve the monthly bills for January in the amount of $243,080.85. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to release the following 2010 appropriations:

	Trico Opportunities
	$ 4,500

	Civil Air Patrol
	500

	UP RC & D Council
	300


Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens 

1. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to send a favorable review on the A-95 Review for City of Norway’s purchase of a police vehicle and related equipment. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report 

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith   - No Report

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Planning Commission meeting minutes of 12/3/09.

2. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to adopt the Revised County Planning Commission Ordinance and authorize publishing a notice of adoption in the local paper. Smith, Stevens, Degenaer Jr and Wender Ayes. Martin Nay. Motion Carried.

Commissioner Stevens stated they must correct 109B to read: “for any amendment they shall require a 2/3 vote of the total number of seats.” He stated the Planning Board worked very hard on this ordinance.  Pascoe stated this cannot become effective until we publish a notice that this has been adopted. She stated we do not have to publish the complete ordinance, which will save some money.  Commissioner Smith stated they should adopt by-laws also. Pascoe stated they are working on the by-laws. Commissioner Martin stated this is an expansion of Government and a duplication of a Government effort. She stated the City and Township Governments have planning Commissions and Zoning Commissions and she is not sure we need one.  She stated the next request will be for mileage and per diem and the requirement of a County Master Plan. She stated we cannot afford to fund the plans. She stated she respects the work they have done but she will not vote for an expansion of Government.  Commissioner Stevens asked Commissioner Martin if she agreed with the City of Iron Mountain Planning Commission  when she was a Council person? She stated in some respects she did but there were many times they struggled for projects, direction and struggled for money that was not there.  She stated the City level is appropriate, but the County level is redundant. Commissioner Stevens stated the City Planning Board and the County Planning Board should get together more often to work out a two or three year agenda.  He stated this County Board has not given the Planning Board any direction.

He stated these are very dedicated people who take the job very seriously. Commissioner Wender agrees with Ann. He stated he served on the Township Planning Commission years ago and he stated it is vital for Townships and Cities. He stated the County Planning Commission has a few projects going and he will support them. Commissioner Smith stated he agrees with Ann but there are two things to consider and they are 1) the members are purely volunteers and 2) they have no money and very little authority and he sees no harm in having them there. He stated one immediate value is they could, in case of disagreements, arbitrate and try and get a common ground between two different planning groups. 

3. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to reappoint Planning Commission members whose terms expire in 2011 and 2012 for the balance of their terms, and authorize advertising for applicants for positions expiring on 2/28/10.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Commissioner Stevens stated they reduced the Planning Commission from 11 to 9.



F.
DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Smith  - No Report

         G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Smith - No Report

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Northpointe Board meeting minutes of 1/21/10.

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling- Commissioner Smith

No Report
L.
Public Safety and Judiciary - Commissioner Henry Wender

Sheriff stated they installed the new server. He stated all police departments will be able to access the lein. He stated there will be an in-depth survey on the 911 Services which should save 20% and there is no cost involved. He stated if we decided to go with the saving they found, the charge would be 50% of the savings for a two year contract. 

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Fumee Lake Commission meeting minutes of 11/12/09 & 1/14/10.

         N.
Airport Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender


Pascoe stated Industrial Marketing, the firm we bought the plow truck from, is here and they will replace the Sander Conveyor System. 

O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin - No Report

Q.
Dickinson Partnership/Economic Dev. - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender  - No Report

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Construction Code Commission meeting minutes of 11/11/09.

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin - No Report

 8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):  


Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.

 9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS & OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Degenaer - None

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Degenaer 

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to confirm the County’s RC & D Appointee and Alternate for 2010 which are Frank Smith as appointee and Ann Martin as the alternate.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize advertising for applicants for the following: County Fair Board - three 3 year terms to expire 3/1/13; and Dept. of Human Services Board - the balance of a term to expire 11/1/10.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.

11. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report.

Pascoe stated the logging at Sawyer Lake is going on and the cutting is actually done.  She was impressed when she sat in the processor and saw how it worked. She stated you will not even notice the cutting that has been done. She stated we will be getting an Airport Grant to cover  lighting that will save us about $18,000 a year.  She stated the grant is $132,000. 

She stated the HVAC specs are being approved by the USDA and as soon as they are approved we will advertise for bids.

13
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Stevens stated there is a lot of talk about the un-funded mandates. He stated we cannot afford anymore un-funded mandates. He stated the Counties should rise up and force some changes.  He stated there is a very good voice of the people in the paper tonight. He stated it pin-pointed a picture of the hospitals problems with reimbursements. Commissioner Martin asked Commissioner Stevens about the hospice program. Commissioner Stevens stated the hospital does not have the money to run this program. He stated to start would be $150,000 and they would have to go through a three year apprentice program with no reimbursement for three years and after the reimbursement would be minimal.

14. Motion by Commissioner Wender, supported by Commissioner Martin to adjournment, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:10 P.M.

______________________________
____________________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman


Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk

