DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, January 11, 2010 - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens. (5)

Absent: (0)

Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Chief Assistant Prosecutor Carl Downing, Sheriff Scott Celello,  and Controller Kay Pascoe.

4. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to accept the agenda with the following additions:

7.A. Finance Committee

7. Authorize the District Court to purchase a Dell Latitude E550 Laptop for District Court Probation in the amount of $519.00. (One other bid was received in the amount of $979.00.)

8. Authorize the District Court to purchase a HP P6250T series for the Magistrate’s office in the amount of $835.00.( One other bid was received in the amount of $813.00 but that computer has less memory than the HP.)

7.M. Parks Committee

1. Accept the proposal from J. Carey Logging, Inc., whereby Dickinson County will receive 70% of the delivered price of the timber, less trucking costs, and the logger will receive 30% of the log value after trucking costs. (Forester expenses will be approximately 10% of the total timber sale value.)

7.N. Airport

1. Authorize the prosecutor to initiate legal action to collect delinquent Airfield Electrical charges due on certain land leases held by Debonaire, Inc. Commonly known as “Superior Aviation.”

All Ayes, Motion Carried.






5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the  meeting minutes as written:



  
Committee of the Whole - 12/10/09

Regular Meeting - 12/28/09

Organizational Meeting - 1/4/10

All Ayes, Motion Carried.













6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person)

Commissioner Martin introduced the following students from Mr. Hogberg’s Iron Mountain Government Class:

Brody Blomquist, Katie Vincent, Courtney Holmes, T.J. Hofferkorn, Laura Smart, Erin Sanford, Andrew Hartwig, Neil Riutta, Alec Flaminio, Kyle Arcand, Tyler Draxler, Nick Powell, Marcus Harry, Josh Pender, Mac Reid and Jessie Hoke. Commissioner Martin introduced the following students from Mrs. Celello’s Kingsford Government Class: Matt Larson, Alex Bennet, Lora Nord, Dan Wenzel, Kelly Paquin, Paige Whaley and Ashley D’Amour.

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time. John Flitton, Norway, addressed the Board. He stated all citizens entering the courthouse, because of security must enter one door. He stated visitors, jurors who smoke and employees are creating a cloud at the entrance. He stated the citizens trying to get in may be suffering from ailments requiring oxygen, pregnant, children or infants, or they just don’t want to be forced to breathe second hand smoke. He stated if no action is taken the county is saying hold your breathe or don’t come here.  He stated smoking has been banned from all indoor public places in Michigan and the County must recognize the need to breathe smoke free air and that need should have a priority over the desire to smoke. He asked the County to follow the lead of other government facilities to designate a smoking area at least 25 feet from any entrance to the building. He thanked the Board. 

There was no other participation.    

B. Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Stevens - No Report

7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to release 50% of the Convention Facility Funds in the amount of $8,108 to the Western UP Substance Abuse Coordinating Agency. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve the request of the County Treasurer to attend the Michigan Association of County Treasurer’s Winter Conference in Detroit on January 31 - Feb 3rd at an approximate cost of $945. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr. 
Aye

Motion Carried.

Commissioner Smith stated this is way above the amount of money for a meeting and he would like the controller to write a letter to the organization about the high price of the hotels and the location being so far from the center of the state and the Board would look seriously at any future request from this organization that would contain the same magnitude of expenses for the next convention. 

\

3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to adopt the revised Dickinson County Travel Reimbursement Policy dated 1/11/10.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to release the 2010 appropriation for the Norway-Vulcan Senior Center in the amount of $16,200, and the Sagola Senior Center in the amount of $15,030. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Motion Carried.

5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize the possible purchase of goods and services from Smith Steel and acknowledge that the Board is cognizant that Commissioner Smith is the owner of Smith Steel. Degenaer Jr., Martin, Stevens, Wender Ayes. Smith abstained. Motion Carried.

6. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize the possible purchase of goods and services from Stevens Decorating and acknowledge that the Board is cognizant that Commissioner Stevens is the owner of Stevens Decorating. Degenaer Jr., Martin, Smith, Wender Ayes, Stevens Abstained. Motion Carried.

7. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to authorize the District Court to purchase a Dell Latitude E550 Laptop for District Court Probation in the amount of $519.00.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Motion Carried.


8. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize the District Court to purchase a HP p6250T series for the Magistrate’s office in the amount of $835.00. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Wender
Aye

Stevens
Aye

Smith

Aye

Martin

Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report 

C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report 

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith   - No Report

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

F.
DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Smith 

Commissioner Smith stated he received a copy of the minutes of December 28 meeting and asked the Controller to make copies for all of the Board. 

            G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Smith - No Report

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Northpointe Board meeting minutes of 12/17/09.

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling Committee- Commissioner Smith

No Report
L.
Public Safety and Judiciary Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender - No Report

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Steven.

1. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept the proposal from J. Carey Logging, Inc., whereby Dickinson County will receive 70% of the delivered price of the timber, less trucking costs, and the logger will receive 30% of the log value after trucking costs. (Forester expenses will be approximately 10% of the total timber sale value.) Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

 Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.


Commissioner Stevens stated this is for the timber at Sawyer Lake.

            N.
Airport Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender

1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Stevens to request the prosecutor to pursue negotiations with the attorney for Debonaire, Inc., commonly known as Superior Aviation, 

with the authority to initiate legal action to collect delinquent airfield electrical charges due on certain land leases held by that company if negotiations are not progressing quickly.  All Ayes, Motion Carried. 

Chairman Wender stated his attorney has not returned the prosecutors calls and it is time to put it in high gear and resolve the situation.  

2. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to approve the request of the Airport Manager to attend the Michigan Airport Conference in East Lansing on February 17 - 18 at an approximate cost of $550. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Motion Carried.

O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

Commissioner Degenaer Jr., stated there were many good ideas about this years fair because it is 100 years old. 

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin - No Report

Q.
Dickinson Partnership/Economic Development - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith

1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to allow a request from Trudy Sparks for an extension of her leave of absence under the same conditions as when we gave the original for 40 days.  Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Stevens
Aye

Wender

Nay

Degenaer Jr.

Nay

Martin


Nay

Smith

Aye

Motion Failed.. 

Sheriff Celello stated the 90 days is too long. He stated she has been gone almost a year and this position has not been filled for that amount of time. He stated she has a doctor’s appointment in the middle of February and 40 days would get her past that. He stated if it was the Board’s wish not to extend any time, he could go along with that also. 

Commissioner Smith stated the original request is still in effect because her time is not up yet

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report 

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender 

1. Road Commission meeting minutes of 12/16/09.

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin

Commissioner Martin stated there are wonderful increases in enrollment. She stated there is a no smoking ban on the campus, even outside the building.  She stated there was a student with asthma who could not enroll because of the smoke in Escanaba and the Courthouse should look at it as well.  

 8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):  

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.

9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Stevens - None

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Stevens - None

11. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report. - None

13
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Martin stated a student who came to a meeting in December told her father that the meeting didn’t seem like a democracy because nothing was discussed. She stated each commissioner represents 5,000 people and they receive a large packet to read and discuss with whoever they have to and form a judgement. She stated they could never do everything at the meeting. She stated there is a lot of homework, thinking and talking. She stated this is a democracy.  Chairman Wender added that each commissioner goes to about 10 meeting each and they report back to the Board. 

Commissioner Martin also stated there was a letter to the editor about Dickinson County not having a hospice program. She stated her family needed the Hospice program for a family member and they were wonderful. She asked Commissioner Stevens to ask the Hospital Board about this and why we don’t have one.  Linda Piper explained the history of the Hospice and stated we do not have a hospice program in Dickinson County. She stated Iron County does have a hospice program connected to their hospital. She stated the Hospital has a home care program and that is where it should be. 

Commissioner Stevens stated the Board should discuss the smoking and the Hospital allows smoking in a building close to the hospital. 

Commissioner Degenaer Jr., stated people have a choice to smoke or not to smoke and he did not agree with people standing by the door. He stated the County should provide an area for smokers.

Commissioner Smith stated he asked Aaron Harper where and when he could listen to him and on 106.7 he is on at 7 and 8 in the morning and noon and on 101.5 he is on at 5:00 P.M.  He further stated the Board should get together on the proposed change to the structure of the Planning Commission. 

Commissioner Wender stated we don’t need a Planning Commission at all according to the statute. 

Commissioner Degenaer Jr. stated the Board should also discuss the Humane Society. He stated they got another memo and they feel the County owes a percentage of the money. He stated where the animals are captured should be responsible. 

Commissioner Stevens stated Bob Werner, Chairman of the Planning Commission says the Board must approve the report because they took the time to update it. 

Commissioner Wender stated the Township Association meeting is in Norway Township on Monday at 7:00 P.M.    

14. Motion by Commissioner Wender, supported by Commissioner Smith to adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:08 P.M.

____________________________________

___________________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman




Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk

