DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, January 25, 2010 - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M..

2.The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll Call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens. (5)

Absent: (0)

Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Sheriff Scott Celello, Equalization Director Larry Swartout and  Administrative Assistant Sonya Pugh.

4. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to accept the agenda as written. All Ayes, Motion Carried.





5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the  meeting minutes as written:  


Regular Meeting - 1/11/10

All Ayes, Motion Carried.







6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person)

Commissioner Martin introduced the following students from Mr. Hogberg’s Iron Mountain government Class:

Amy Borntrager and Nicole Balkum.

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time. Lola Johnson, Kingsford, addressed the Board. She stated

on Sunday, the 15th of January she brought her daughter to the airport, who had to be home on Monday to go to work. She stated they arrived 30 minutes before flight time. She stated everyone else had checked in. She stated as they approached the check in, the lady behind the counter walked through the door in the back. She stated she thought she would be right back, but she did not come right back. She stated she tried to find someone to help, but could not find anyone. She stated they both tried to use the electronic check-in but that did not tell you it had been shut down. She stated all other passengers went through the TSA and were boarding the plane. She stated the lady then returned and said “well you were supposed to be here thirty minutes before because I shut everything down.” She stated she explained that they were there 30 minutes before. The lady said “no you weren’t here.” She stated she thought here daughter’s voice irritated the lady.  She stated the lady said “no you weren’t and don’t argue with me, you can’t argue with me!” She stated eventually she said “We will take you but we won’t take your luggage and it will be sent on a later flight.” She stated they had no choice but there was no other flight that day. She stated the lady then went to the TSA and told them to pat her down. She stated the lady then walked her to the plane and said to the flight attendant “This woman was late and she does not appreciate anything I have tried to do for her!”  She stated her daughter was in flight when the flight attendant came to her and said “You weren’t late.”  She stated the lady then said to me (Mrs. Johnson) “we can’t send her luggage on a later flight because there is a rule that the passenger and the luggage has to travel on the same flight.”  She stated the lady said she would have to take it to Fed-Ex and that was ok because there was no flight out today.  Mrs. Johnson replied Fed-Ex is not open today.  She stated the next day she brought the bag to Fed-Ex. She explained the situation to the lady at Fed-Ex and she replied the same thing happened to her the week before.   The lady at Fed-Ex stated there was a man working and he shut down the window and when he came back he told the six people in line they would have to come back the next day and make sure you are here one hour before flight time.  The lady at Fed-Ex stated they came back one hour before flight time the next day and 

the terminal was not open until one half hour before flight time. She (Mrs. Johnson) stated she understands rules, but she could not understand the rudeness and there was no excuse for it. She stated she will be sending a letter to the airline. She thanked the Board. 

Chairman Wender asked Sonya to check with Tim and follow up to the Board and he also suggested that the Board write a letter to the Airline. 

Commissioner Smith asked Mrs. Johnson for a copy of her letters and a factual basis of what happened in writing. 

Beth Waitrovich addressed the Board. She explained the re-organization of the MSU Office. She explained the purpose of the re-organization was to have a program presence in communities across the state. She explained they want to increase responsiveness to emerging challenges in the State of Michigan. She stated there will be more focused programs with greater specialization. She stated they will connect with a broader range of MSU expertise, reduce MSU administrative overhead, adopt some emerging technologies and expand the network of people that are engaged. She stated there will be four statewide programs that will be organized into extension program institutes which are: Green Michigan, Leveraging Natural and Human Assets for Prosperity, Enhance Michigan’s First Green Industry which is agriculture and Prepare Michigan’s Children for the Future and Health and Nutrition. She stated all her staff will be appointed in one of those institutes. She stated there will be a standard memorandum of agreement with County Partners. She stated the intent is not to cost more. She stated they are looking for better service and educational efforts. She stated everything should be in place by July 1st. 

Paul Raiche, Norway,  addressed the Board. He asked if the booking room at the County Jail has video equipment that captures sound? Sheriff Celello stated the equipment does not capture sound. He stated the upgrade they requested will include the audio portion.

1. Chairman Wender opened the Public Hearing on Application for Federal Assistance from USDA Rural Development for the purchase of a police vehicle and equipment, and a gas convection oven for the Jail kitchen at 6:43 P.M.

Sheriff Celello stated the Vehicle will be a primary patrol car. He stated The USDA grant gives us a good portion of the cost of the vehicle plus any equipment associated with the vehicle. He stated the oven is very old and does not have the capacity we need.  He stated 35% of the total will be paid. 

The Public Hearing was closed at 6:47 P.M.

There was no other participation.

B. Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Smith - None

7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the Treasurer’s Trial Balance and Budget Status reports for the period ending 12/31/09. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve the request of the Probate Judge to purchase digital recording equipment and related software from BIS Digital at a total cost of $11,975.  (This is a budgeted item). Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.

3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve the request of the Probate Judge to purchase a Dell Latitude E6500 computer in the amount of $1,423.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.

4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to approve the request of the Prosecutor to attend the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan’s Mid-Winter Conference in Bellaire, MI on February 3-5 at an approximate cost of $235 (mileage).  Registration and Lodging will be paid by the Michigan Justice Training Fund. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.

Martin

Aye

5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to release the 2010 appropriations for the following agencies:

	Spring Lake Animal Shelter
	$30,000

	Menominee Range Historical Foundation
	1,500

	Dickinson Conservation District
	2,500


Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Motion Carried.

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens  - No Report

C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report 

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith  - No Report 

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Conservation District meeting minutes of 12/15/09.

F.
DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Smith - No Report

            G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Smith

Commissioner Smith stated that only 30% of the nationwide population was inoculated against H1N1.

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin

Commissioner Martin stated the cuts that were to take place in February are not going to be happening and they will be meeting in February to discuss salaries and salary increases.  

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling Committee- Commissioner Smith

No Report
L.
Public Safety and Judiciary Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender

Sheriff Celello stated the UPCAP meeting was not what they thought it would be about. He stated they talked about inmate programs or services. 

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Martin to accept the low bid of Robinson Plumbing in the amount, not to exceed,  $3,874 to furnish and install 12 new metered shower valves at Lake Antoine Park. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Wender
Aye

Stevens
Aye

Smith

Aye

Martin

Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.

            N.
Airport Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender - No Report


O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Library Board meeting minutes of 1/4/10.

Q.
Dickinson Partnership/Economic Development - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender 

1. Road Commission meeting minutes of 1/13/10.

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin

Commissioner Smith stated that Mr. Kennedy, from Bay West College,  gave a very nice presentation on the increase enrollment at the Township Association Meeting.

 8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time. Gerald McCole, Channing, stated the Department of Human Services minutes of December 28, 2009  were not approved and should not have been made public and the tapes should not be erased until that is done. He thanked the Board. 

There was no other participation.    


 9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Smith - No Report

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Smith

1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to approve sending a letter of support for the Spring Lake Animal Shelter’s request to have an elevator requirement waived in the new building. Martin, Smith, Stevens, Wender, Ayes Degenaer Jr., Nay. Motion Carried.

Commissioner Stevens stated Dane Rosatto stated there will be no liability to the County if the Construction Code Board in Lansing agrees.  He further stated if they do not agree it can be appealed to Circuit Court. 

2. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to set up a Committee of the Whole meeting for Monday, February 1st at 6:30 p.m. in the Circuit Courtroom. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

11. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report. - No Report

13
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Martin thanked Lola Johnson for coming to the meeting and telling the Board about her experience. She stated the Airport manager and the Controller should listen to the tape. She stated personally she finds this outrageous. She stated we have regular meetings about the airport and ways to increase the usage and to hear that customers are treated this way is outrageous.  She stated she hopes we can follow up on this. 

Commissioner Stevens stated he totally agreed with Commissioner Martin. He stated customer service is the key to any business and that was terrible customer service. He stated we should find out who that person was and also talk to her.  He further stated Art Grants are back for the community. He thanked the news media for their

picking up on it. He stated anybody from a non-profit organization who is looking to apply can call Commissioner Stevens or CUPAD. He stated Dickinson County has not had any grants given or applied for in four years.  He stated the MAC agenda has a seminar on MSU. 

Commissioner Smith  asked why we only received one quote for a Dell Computer when they are sold everywhere? Commissioner Stevens stated this computer is the backup computer for the big one we just bought.

He stated the software is specifically written for the big computer and cannot be bought off any shelf. Equalization Director Larry Swartout stated he spoke with Judge Slagle and he did have another quote that did not meet the specs and all Dell Computers are the same price no matter where you buy them.

Commissioner Degenaer Jr., stated  the Board will follow up on the incident at the airport and get some answers.   

14. Motion by Commissioner Wender, supported by Commissioner Smith to  Adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:07 P.M.

________________________________________
__________________________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman



Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk

