
DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, July 13, 2009, - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll call was taken by Chief Deputy Clerk Dan Miller and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens. (5)

Absent: (0)

Also Present: Chief Deputy County Clerk Dan Miller, Sheriff Scott Celello, Equalization Director Larry Swartout and Controller Kay Pascoe. 

4. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to accept the agenda with the following addition:

7.N. Airport Committee

1. Authorize the Northern Michigan University Public Safety Institute to conduct a Precision Driving Course at Ford Airport on July 22-23,2009 subject to the execution of an indemnification agreement and proof of insurance.  

All Ayes, Motion Carried.

5. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to approve the following  meeting minutes:  
Regular  Meeting - 6/22/09 All Ayes, Motion Carried.

6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person).

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time. Marvin Fetterly, Office of Veteran’s Affairs, introduced the new Director as of July 6, 2009, Chuck Lantz. He asked the Board if they had any questions for him and they did not. He had no comments to the Board.  Commissioner Stevens welcomed Mr. Lantz.  

A. Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve a resolution in support of the UP Agency on Aging 2010-2012 Multi-Year Plan for Services to the Elderly.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve a Certificate of Achievement for the Norway Knights Baseball Team and Coach Tony Adams. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to approve a Certificate of Appreciation for Diane Loch for 25 years of service. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to approve a request from the Friend of the Court to attend a conference in Harbor Springs, MI on Oct. 13-16th at an approximate cost of $635. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the Treasurer’s Trial Balance and Budget Status Reports for the period ending 6/30/09. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize the Chairman to sign the request of the Iron Mountain School District for Delegation of School Inspection Authority to a local Unit of Government Enforcement Agency. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens 


1.  Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Wender to not support and write a letter with an explanation for the A-95 Review for Northern MI University for a Juvenile Mentoring Program. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 

Degenaer Jr.

Aye

Martin


Aye

Smith


Aye

Stevens



Nay

Wender



Nay

Motion Carried.

C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith

Commissioner Smith stated three people have picked up the specks for the tuck-pointing work to be done. He stated the deadline is July 21, 2009 at 4:00 P.M. He further stated the mold problem in Family Ties will cost $2800. He stated the duct work will have to be replaced at an approximate cost of $6,000. Commissioner Stevens asked when the tuck-pointing will be done? Commissioner Smith stated they should be able to finish the job by the time the first frost hits. 

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith   - No Report

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens

No Report

F.
Dept. of Human Services/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report 

            G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Northpointe Board meeting minutes of 6/18/09.

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Pinecrest Board meeting minutes of 6/25/09.

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate and Remodeling Committee- Commissioner Smith - No Report

L.
Public Safety and Judiciary Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender - No Report

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

            N.
Airport Committee -Commissioner Henry Wender


1. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to authorize the Chairman to sign a Letter of Understanding with AFSCME Local #1176. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to appoint Tim Howen as the Part-Time Airport Manager effective 7/14/09 at a starting rate of $22.50/hour. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Motion Carried.

3. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize the Northern Michigan University Public Safety Institute to conduct a Precision Driving Course at Ford Airport on July 22-23, 2009 subject to the execution of an indemnification agreement and proof of insurance. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Library Board meeting minutes 0f 6/9/09.

Q.
Dickinson Area Partnership/Economic Development - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Martin to release the 2009 appropriation to UPTRA in the amount of $550. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Motion Carried.

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith

No Report

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens  - No Report

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender 

1. Road Commission meeting minutes of 6/24/09.

Chairman Wender stated the Foster City Road will be re-named “Chuck Erickson Memorial Drive.”  He stated the official dedication and signage will be in the future.                                      

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin

I. Bay West Board meeting minutes of 3/26/09.

Commissioner Martin stated the Board met in June and there are a few things she would like to highlight. She stated there will be an increase in tuition of $8.50 per contact hour and it is the same percentage increase as Delta. She stated Bay West anticipates a 15% cut from the State and they have cut 5 positions, reduced administrative support and the Promise Award given to high school seniors may be reduced this year.  She stated Bay West is still one third of the cost of MTU and MSU.  She stated it is an excellent value and an excellent place to start your education. She stated enrollment is up by 50% since the school moved from Carpenter Avenue to the Campus.  She stated this is a real asset to our County. 

Commissioner Stevens asked if there is anything about attendance to meetings and how many a person misses? She stated it is in the bylaws.

 8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):  

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time.  There was no participation.

9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Smith - None

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Smith

1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept the resignation of Jeremy Oja from the Planning Commission and authorize advertising for this and any other openings.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.

11. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Smith to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report.
Controller Pascoe stated Laura Maloney from Bay College brought in a plate to commemorate the opening of the Bay De Noc College West Campus and to thank the Board for all their support.

13
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Degenaer Jr., stated he attended a meeting on Saturday with the Hamilton Lakes Association and they have major concerns with the traffic down there. He stated the road was posted for 35 miles an hour and it was only posted in the beginning of the road and did not have any more on the road. He stated they claim many people walk on these roads  and there is no shoulder and it is dangerous. He stated they would like more signage such as no passing or more speed signs. Chairman Wender stated he should go to the Road Commission and the Sheriff’s Department could patrol more. Sheriff Celello stated that has been hit heavy in the last few weeks.

Commissioner Smith stated there have been some disturbing letters in the Daily News about the County Board raising taxes. He stated the facts are that the tax rate for 2009 is 6.1203 mills and this is the same rate as last year, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004 and 2003. He stated people say their summer taxes are higher, even though the rate is the same. Smith explained that the State mandated that we shift the burden of County taxes from the winter to the summer because of the lack of revenue sharing. He stated the taxable value can be raised by a certain percentage each year and we have no control over that. He stated this year it was 4% and that is determined by the state, not us. He further stated we did advertise to have a public hearing for the taxes and that is required. He stated there have been some additional voted millages in recent years. He stated the Health Department, Senior Citizens Millage and Bay West. He stated the people voted these increases, not the County. He stated before people criticize the County Board for raising taxes,  they should take a serious look at what the true facts are. 

Commissioner Wender stated the Board has been accused of wasting millions of dollars at the DICSA Agency. He stated they just had a clean audit and he would like these people to come up with facts. 

Commissioner Stevens stated UPCAP indicated the State revenues will be

much less in the future and that is a concern.   

14. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:00P.M.

_________________________
_____________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman

Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk

