
DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, June 8, 2009, - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens. (5)

Absent: (0)

Also P:resent: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Undersheriff Scott Rutter, Equalization Director Larry Swartout, Controller Kay Pascoe and Administrative Assistant Sonya Pugh.

4. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept the agenda with the following additions: 

6B. Resolution and Legislation

1. Establish a preliminary county operating millage rate for 2009 of 6.1203 and set June 22, 2009 at 6:30 P.M. as the date and time for a public hearing relative to same.

7.P. Library Board

2. Delete

All Ayes, Motion Carried.





5. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to approve the following  meeting minutes as written: 

 

Regular Meeting 5/11/09 

Regular Meeting: 5/21/09

All Ayes, Motion Carried.

6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person).

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time. Bruce Varda, Iron Mountain, addressed the Board. 

He stated he represented the local Board attempting to acquire the YMCA Charter. He stated with the current economic environment, the YMCA National has decided that the only way we can obtain a local YMCA Charter would be under their management, or the Delta YMCA. He stated the Board looks at this as a way of getting programs started in three or four months. He stated this also allows them to tap into existing personnel and the successful management of the Delta YMCA. He stated this has not changed the mission or goals for the local YMCA. He stated this has changed our goal now from the bricks and mortar to the programs. He stated they appreciate the recent offer of the Crystal Lake Community Center but at this point they have to concentrate on the programs. He stated this does not mean they are not interested in renting, leasing or assisting in filling the rooms at the Community Center and it is still in their plan. He stated they have furnished Delta YMCA with the asset inventory to measure the community strength in providing an asset rich, nurturing environment for the youth and the inventory of the current youth and adult programming including all youth programs for pre-school through high school currently being offered along with enrichment, adult fitness, wellness programs, traditional athletic leagues and programs to include all after school programs such as dance, scouts and arts.   He stated they also need to establish a list of donors for the YMCA, founders campaign and eventual capital campaign.     

He stated they would like to work closely with the County Board and the local School Boards as far as space. 

He stated this will be a win, win situation for the community center. 

Commissioner Smith stated he was told that well over 100 YMCA’S will be closing at the present time.

Varda stated the economic situation is hitting a lot of the YMCA’S in the Country. He stated that is why we will be under the wings of the Delta YMCA and they will assist us with personnel and managing our efforts, concentrating on programs and not bricks and mortar.  He stated a three to five year wait for the actual YMCA in its own building. 

Commissioner Stevens asked about new or existing programs?  Varda stated we want to get every program that effects young adults through seniors.  Varda stated he saw a lot of vacancy at the Crystal Lake Center such as the racket ball courts. He stated they saw a gap in times and scheduling.   He thanked the Board. 

1. Chairman Wender opened the Public Hearing on the structure of the County Road Commission at 6:40 P.M. Gerald McCole, Sagola Township, addressed the Board. He handed out a letter. (This letter is not on file as no copy was available to the clerk.) He stated in 2006 the State of Michigan saw the three person commission was not working. He stated House bill 4315 of January 2007, was enacted. He stated his bill allows the County Board to establish a five person appointed or elected Road Commission . He stated Dickinson County is apportioned into five Districts and the population of each is approximately 5,500. He stated each district elects a County Board Commissioner and there is no reason that can’t be done with a new five member Board to be elected instead of appointed.  He thanked the Board. 

The County Clerk stated there would be five at large to be elected. She stated the Board could appoint 5 and set terms and the Public Hearing requirements have been met. 

Controller Pascoe read a letter from Jim Harris, current Road Commission Member. He asked that the letter be read into the record.  “Dear Chairman Wender and Dickinson County Board of Commissioners:, Dickinson County has a small Road Commission doing it’s best with limited funding, older equipment, and a minimum number of employees to keep Dickinson County roads safe and in healthy condition. Thus far in 15 years of serving on the Dickinson County Road Commission Board, I have not seen a major problem from having a three member board. I have concerns about an elected five member board fairly representing the whole county and not a special interest or political groups. Although the wages of a Commissioner are not high, adding two more members would not be cost efficient with the present economic condition.  Five Commissioners would be 15 to 16 percent of the present full time employees of the Dickinson County Road Commission. At this time I do not feel two more Commissioners are justified or needed. Signed, Jim Harris, Chairman of the Dickinson County Road Commission.”

Breen Township Supervisor, Mickey Beauchamp, called and said they would like a five member elected Board. 

Commissioner Smith stated he was disappointed in the number of people that showed up to voice their opinion. 

Chairman Wender closed the Public Hearing at 6:46 P.M. 

2. Chairman Wender opened a Public Hearing on the Dickinson County 5-Year Recreation Plan  at 6:47 P.M. No one addressed the Board. Chairman Wender closed the hearing at 6:48 P.M. Controller Kay Pascoe stated she received no comments good or bad. 

3. Citizens Time: Limited to 5 minutes per person.

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.

A. Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to establish a preliminary county operating millage rate for 2009 of 6.1203 and set June 22, 2009 at 6:30 P.M. as the date and time for a public hearing relative to same. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.

Pascoe stated this is the same millage since 2006.
7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the Treasurer’s Trial Balance and Budget Status Report for the period ending 5/30/09. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the request of the MSUE 4-H Educator to provide boxes for the recycling of batteries with the price not to exceed $389.00. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.

3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize a donation of $200 to the Sons of the American Legion Fireworks Fund. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Motion Carried.

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens 


1.  Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to give a not favorable comment for Michigan DNR for Sturgeon River Corridor Acquisition Project and for Michigan DNR for UP Eco Regional Land Consolidation Project. All Ayes, Motion Carried. 

C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith   - No Report

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Dickinson Conservation District Board meeting of - 4/21/09.

F.
Dept. of Human Services/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Frank Smith 
No Report

            G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin

Commissioner Martin stated a $120,000 cut was given from their general fund dollars or 5%. She stated the ACT Team received $7,000 each and that was rolled into their wage for carrying a pager.  She stated three people voted against it, but it did pass. 

1. Northpointe Board meeting minutes of 5/28/09.

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Pinecrest Board meeting minutes of 5/28/09.

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate and Remodeling Committee- Commissioner Smith

1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Stevens to schedule a public hearing to be held during the June 22, 2009 regular meeting concerning an application for federal assistance from the USDA Rural Development for the replacement of the HVAC system at the County Correctional Center. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

L.
Public Safety and Judiciary Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender

Undersheriff Rutter stated they have not received the new cars yet. 

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Fumee Lake Commission Minutes of 5/14/09.

2. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize granting a park use permit to Todd Marcell to sell ice cream novelties from his ice cream truck once per day at Lake Antoine Park for the 2009 season subject to the execution of an indemnification agreement , provision of proof of insurance and payment of the permit fee of $100 and a $5 annual park pass. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Motion Carried.

3. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Martin to adopt the Dickinson County 5-Year Recreation Plan. Degenaer Jr., Martin, Stevens, Wender Ayes, Smith -  Nay. Motion Carried.

4. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to authorize the Chairman to sign the Easement granting Keweenaw Land Association access to a parcel of land owned by them (NW 1/4 of-NW 1/4, Sec. 27 T.40N - R. 30 W. Breitung Two) over a 33' square parcel located in the Northwesternmost corner of the NE 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of Section 27. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

            N.
Airport Committee -Commissioner Henry Wender


There was a correction to Airport minutes.  There were 14 applicants, not 13 as stated in the minutes.
1. Airport Committee meeting minutes of  6/1/09.

O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Library Board meeting minutes of 5/12/09.

2. (This item was deleted)Authorize the Chairman to sign the Memorandum of Understanding with the Dickinson County Library authorizing the Treasurer to draw upon a line of credit with the Library.

Q.
Dickinson Area Partnership/Economic Development - Commissioner Joe Stevens

No Report

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens  - No Report

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender  

1. Road Commission meeting minutes of 4/29 & 5/13/09.

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin - No Report

8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):  

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.

9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Smith
1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Stevens to nominate Sheila Wender, Republican and Dennis Baldinelli, Democrat for two appointments to the County Jury Board (one from the Republican Party and one from the Democratic Party.) Degenaer Jr., Martin, Smith, Stevens Ayes, Wender abstained. Wender and Baldinelli were appointed to the Jury Board.

2. Motion by Commissioner Smith to nominate the following for one appointment to the Hospital Board of Trustees for the balance of a term to expire 12/31/10, Dr. Ray Cameron, Mike Horton and Chris Lebo. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Cameron

Martin

Cameron

Smith

Cameron

Stevens
Cameron

Wender
Horton

Dr. Ray Cameron was appointed to the Hospital Board of Trustees for the balance of a term to expire 12/31/2010.

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Smith - None

11. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Smith to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report.

Pascoe stated the parks look great.  She also stated that she would be attending a Blue Cross meeting on Tuesday in Escanaba. 

13
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Martin asked that a letter be sent to the Townships about the Road Commission.

Commissioner Degenaer Jr., stated they were all at the Township Board meeting and he felt it would be a waste of time to send a letter. 

Commissioner Martin stated that it was fine with her if no letter was sent.

Commissioner Wender stated four townships will be submitting letters. 

14.  Motion by Commissioner Wender, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:10 P.M.

__________________________________________

__________________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman





Dolly l. Cook, County Clerk

