
DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 11, 2012 - 6:30 P.M. 
COURTHOUSE – CIRCUIT COURTROOM 

 
1.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M. 
 
2.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all. 
 
3.   Roll Call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook and a quorum was present. 
 
Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens. (5) 
 
Absent: (0) 
 
Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Lt. Derek Dixon, Equalization Director 
Larry Swartout and Controller Kay Pascoe. 
 
4.  Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept the agenda as 
written with the following additions:  
 6B. Resolution and Legislation: 
  2. Approve Borrowing Resolution No. 2012-0611 for Dickinson County Hospital. 
 7.E. Planning & Zoning Committee 
  4. Approve the West-Central U.P. Regional Community Corrections Program’s FY2013-16 
Proposal and Grant Application for funds from the Office of Community Corrections. 
 7. M. Parks 
  1. Consider the request of WE Energies for an easement of approximately 45 ft. of county 
property across Kramer Drive to install an underground cable to serve a new cell phone tower. 
 7. R. Employee Relations Committee 
  1. Approve the request of the County Clerk to advertise and fill a full-time position due to a 
resignation. 
 
All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
 
 5.  Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Martin to approve the following meeting 
minutes as written:            Finance Committee – 5/17/12 
    Regular Meetings – 5/14/12 
    Committee of the Whole – 5/14/12   
 
All Ayes, Motion Carried.  
 
 6.  COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION: 
 

A. Citizens’ Time:  (Limited to five minutes per person) 
 
1. Conduct a Public Hearing relative to the establishment of the County operating millage for 2012 

of 6.1203 mills.  (Same as current rate) 
Chairman Wender opened the public hearing at 6:37 p.m. There was no participation. Chairman Wender closed 
the hearing at 6:40 P.M. 
Commissioner Smith  stated property values have not increased much, only 2.4% over last year. He stated we 
are not keeping up with inflation. He stated the rate has been the same for  9 years. 
 
Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens Time. Chuck Lantz, Director of Office of Veterans Affairs, 
addressed the Board. He stated fiscal year 2010, we had 2671 veterans and in 2011 we had 2613. He stated the 
total expenditures in 2010  was $30,643,000 and in 2011 they were $37,774,000 and this is money the VA gives 
the veterans. 
Beth Waitrovich, Educator for the MSU Extension,  introduced the new 4-H Coordinator, Nick Baumgardt.  
She stated he started the 1st of May.  The Board welcomed him. 

 
 B.  Resolutions and Legislation  
  



1. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to recognize the  
Norway-Vulcan High School for being chosen the top ranked High School in the UP by U.S. News and 
World Report and a National Silver Medalist. All Ayes, Motion Carried. 

 
2. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to approve Borrowing 
Resolution No. 2012-0611 for Dickinson County Hospital. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 

Degenaer Jr. Aye 
Martin  Aye 
Smith  Aye 
Stevens  Aye 
Wender  Aye  Motion Carried. 

 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF DICKINSON COUNTY  
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-_0611____  
Adopted June 11, 2012  
WHEREAS, Dickinson County, a Michigan Public Body Corporate existing under Article VII of the Michigan 
Constitution of 1963, as amended (the “County”); and  
WHEREAS, Dickinson County Healthcare System is a corporation incorporated under a 1987 PA 230, MCL 
331.1101 et seq.; and  
WHEREAS, Act 230 and the Articles of Incorporation for the Dickinson County Healthcare System reserves certain 
rights of approval of debt incurred by the Dickinson County Healthcare System in excess of eighteen (18) months to 
the County of Dickinson under which Dickinson County Memorial Hospital was owned and operated prior to its 
incorporation pursuant to Act 230; and  
WHEREAS, Dickinson County Healthcare System plans to incur additional debt not to exceed Nine Million 
($9,000,000.00) Dollars for a period in excess of eighteen (18) months for purposes of constructing a new medical 
office building and potentially acquiring certain existing office suites in the old medical office building on its Iron 
Mountain campus, including installing equipment to be utilized by the healthcare system and paying costs of 
financing associated with any notes payable or other security or debt instruments.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED Dickinson County Healthcare System, incorporated under a 1987 PA 
230, MCL 331.1101 et seq., may and is hereby authorized by the County Commission for the County of Dickinson, 
State of Michigan, to incur debt not to exceed Nine Million ($9,000,000.00) Dollars for a period in excess of 
eighteen (18) months for purposes of constructing a new medical office building and potentially acquiring certain 
existing office suites in the old medical office building on its Iron Mountain campus, including installing equipment 
to be utilized by the healthcare system and paying costs of financing associated with any notes payable or other 
security or debt instruments.  
AND IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED THAT such approval is subject to the conditions that no County of Dickinson, 
Michigan general funds or property tax revenues ever be used for the repayment of debt authorized herein and that 
the County of Dickinson, Michigan will not pledge its limited or unlimited full faith and credit as security for the 
Debt.  
Ayes: _5___  
Nays: __0__  
Abstentions: ___0_  
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.  
 

 
7.  REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 

A. Finance Committee – Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr  
 

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the monthly 
bills for May in the amount of $214,920.79. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 

Martin  Aye 
Smith  Aye 
Stevens Aye 
Wender Aye 
Degenaer Jr. Aye  Motion Carried. 

 
 2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the Treasurer’s 
Trial Balance and Budget Status Reports for period ending 5/31/12. All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
 
 3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to release the 
appropriation for aquatic nuisance treatment at Lake Mary to the Hamilton Lakes Board in the amount of 
$2,500. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 
Smith  Aye 
Stevens  Aye 
Wender  Aye 
Degenaer Jr. Aye 



Martin  Aye  Motion Carried. 
 
 4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to approve a request from 
the Sons of the American Legion Squadron 50 for a $200.00 donation towards the annual community 
fireworks.  (2011 donation - $200) Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 
Stevens  Aye 
Wender  Aye 
Degenaer Jr. Aye 
Martin  Aye 
Smith  Aye  Motion Carried. 
 
 5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to adopt the County 
operating millage for 2012 of 6.1203 mills. All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
 
 B.   A-95 Review – Commissioner Joe Stevens – No Report – No Report 
 
 C.  Crystal Lake Center/YMCA – Commissioner Frank Smith – No Report t – No Report 
 
 D.  Six County Employment Alliance – Commissioner Frank Smith –No Report 
 
 E.  Planning and Zoning Committee – Commissioner Joe Stevens –  

1. Planning Commission meeting minutes of 4/26/12. 
 
  2. Conservation District meeting minutes of 4/17/12. 
 
  3. Township Association meeting minutes of 5/21/12. 
 
  4. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the West-
Central U.P. Regional Community Corrections Program’s FY2013-16 Proposal and Grant Application for 
funds from the Office of Community Corrections. All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
 

F.  DHS/Community Services Agency – Commissioner Frank Smith  
 

1. Dept. of Human Services meeting minutes of 4/23/12. 
 

 G.  Dickinson-Iron Health Department – Commissioner Frank Smith  
 
 1. Dickinson Iron Health Board meeting minutes of 4/25/12. 
 
 H.  Northpointe – Commissioner Ann Martin  
 

1. Northpointe Board meeting minutes of 5/17/12. 
 
 I.  Pinecrest – Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. – No Report 
 
 J.  Equalization Committee – Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. – No Report 
 
 K.  Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling – Commissioner Frank Smith –No Report 
 
 L.  Public Safety and Judiciary – Commissioner Henry Wender- No Report 
 
 M.  Parks Committee – Commissioner Joe Stevens 
 
 1. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to table the request of WE-
Energies for an easement of approximately 45 ft. of county property across from Kramer Drive to install an 
underground cable to serve a new cell phone tower. All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
 
 N.  Airport Committee – Commissioner Henry Wender- No Report 
    
 O.  Fair Board – Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.   
 

1. Fair Board meeting minutes of 5/1/12. 
 



 P.  Library Board – Commissioner Ann Martin –  
 

1. Library Board meeting minutes of 5/8/12. 
 

 Q.  Dickinson Partnership/Economic Dev. – Commissioner Joe Stevens – No Report  
 
 
 R.  Employee Relations Committee – Commissioner Frank Smith  
 
Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve the request of the 
County Clerk to advertise and fill a full-time position due to resignation. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 
Degenaer Jr. Aye 
Martin  Aye 
Smith   Nay 
Stevens  Aye 
Wender  Aye  Motion Carried. 
 
 S.  Dickinson County Hospital Committee – Commissioner Joe Stevens – No Report 
 
 T.  Dickinson County Road Commission – Commissioner Henry Wender-  
 

1. Road Commission meeting minutes of 5/15/12. 
 

 U.  Construction Code Commission – Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. – No Report 
 
 V.  Bay West Advisory Committee – Commissioner Ann Martin  
  

1. Bay West meeting minutes of 3/29/12. 
 
8.  Citizens’ Time:  (Limited to five minutes per person) 
 
Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation. 
 
9.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS & OLD BUSINESS:   Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - None 
 
10.  PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS:   Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - None 
 
11.  Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept Committee 
Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
 
12.  Controller’s Report – None 
 
13.  Commissioners’ Personal Privilege. 
 
Commissioner Degenaer Jr. asked what Mr. McCole is saying we are not following? County Clerk Dolly Cook 
stated she would check the law listed in his article.  
 
Commissioner Smith stated the Board should become active in the three reports due to the State which 
would be tied to Revenue sharing.  
 
Commissioner Martin stated 1/3 of the 20% is contingent on the three reports. She asked if we can put this 
information on the website?  County Clerk stated the individual that did the website is gone. She stated we 
will get the new person up to speed. She stated she would check with the web developer. Pascoe stated 
there is special software to handle these reports but it will cost.   
 
 
14.  Motion by Commissioner Wender, supported by Commissioner Stevens to adjourn, subject to the call 
of the Chairman at 7:07 P.M. 
 
 
_______________________________________  ___________________________ 
Henry Wender, Chairman     Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk 


