
DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, May 11, 2009, - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook, and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens. (5)

Absent: (0)

Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Undersheriff Scott Rutter, Equalization Director Larry Swartout and Controller Kay Pascoe.

4. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept the agenda as written. All Ayes, Motion Carried.





5. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve the following  meeting minutes as written:  


Regular Meeting: 4/27/09

All Ayes, Motion Carried.







6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:

Commissioner Martin introduced the following students from Mrs. Celello’s Kingsford High School Government Class: Brandon Mitchell, Tyler Szabo, Karac Peterson and Ben Hellman.

A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person).

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time. Rochelle Taff and Diana Milligan, MSU Extension Office, addressed the Board. Rochelle stated a letter was written by Beth Waitrovich regarding their reinstatement to full-time. She stated back in November and December, they (Diana and Rochelle) were reduced to part-time. She stated the Board left open the possibility of re-visiting the cuts if the TIFA moneys are refunded by the City of Iron Mountain, according to the Daily News. She stated on March 18, 2009 the TIFA funds are coming back to the County in the amount of approximately $353,000. She stated it has been almost 2 months and they would like to know if they are getting their full time positions back.  There was no other participation.  

B. Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Degenaer, Jr. - None

7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the Treasurer’s Trial Balance and Budget Status Report for the period ending 4/30/09. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to accept the recommendation of the Sheriff to accept  Town & Country sales bid for two 2009 Ford Crown Victoria Police Patrol Vehicles at a cost of $22,315.64 each subject to the concurrence of the US Rural Development Authority.  (Accessories and installation for both vehicles will add $4,609 to the cost for a total cost for both vehicles of $49,240) Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.

Undersheriff Rutter explained Shaheen Fleet Operations no longer have vehicles available, the Michigan State Bid Pool have no vehicles available either and the Town and County bid includes the wiring for the emergency lights so the installation would be less.  Commissioner Stevens stated we will be getting 35% from the US Rural

Development Authority Grant.  

3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to authorize the release of 50% of the PA2 Funds to the Western UP Substance Abuse Service Coordinating Agency in the amount of $10,800. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.

4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize the release of the 2009 Senior Millage funds to the Breen Senior Citizens Center in the amount of $10,400.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Motion Carried.

5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize the purchase of an ad for the American Legion Post #50 in the Convention Booklet to support the parade to be held June 13, 2009 with a limit of $50.00. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye
Motion Carried.

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens 


1.  A-95 Review of a grant application on behalf of Northern Initiatives for $50,000 from the USDA Rural Business Opportunity Grant Program to provide technical assistance to NI loan customers in rural Michigan. Commissioner Stevens stated “No Response” is a positive response.  Commissioner Martin brought up the fact that the counties that have received money are all in lower Michigan. It was the consensus of the Board to not respond. 




C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith

1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize payment to Jamar Company in the amount of $2,498.07 for repairs to the pool filter room, funds to come from the Public Improvement Fund. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners: 

Wender
Aye

Stevens
Aye

Smith

Aye

Martin

Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report  

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Dickinson Conservation District meeting minutes of 3/17/09.

F.
Dept. of Human Services/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Frank Smith 

No Report


            G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Frank Smith

1. Health Dept. Board meeting minutes of 4/24/09.

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Northpointe Board meeting minutes of 4/23/09.

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate and Remodeling Committee- Commissioner Smith

No Report
L.
Public Safety and Judiciary Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender - No Report

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to give a 50% deduction in camping fees for the July 26th - August 7 time period to the Menominee River Habitant for Humanity for camping at Lake Antoine Park.   All Ayes, Motion Carried.

            N.
Airport Committee -Commissioner Henry Wender


1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Stevens to authorize the Chairman to execute an addendum to the Agreement with Kubick Aviation Services, Inc. incorporating the details of a proposal dated 1/28/09 concerning the County Hangar located on the south apron at Ford Airport.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.

O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to consider a request from the Dickinson County Fair Board for a supplemental appropriation to replace revenues lost due to State cutbacks. ( Approximately $11,000 in state assistance for premiums has been cut.)  It was the consensus of the Board to have a Committee of the Whole meeting and discuss what can be done. (No date set)

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin - No Report

Q.
Dickinson Area Partnership/Economic Development - Commissioner Joe Stevens

Commissioner Stevens stated they (Commissioner Wender and Stevens) went down to Lansing with the Hospital to find out that there is no stimulus money available. He stated Bruce Orttenberger, from the partnership, also went with them and was very helpful.

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens  - No Report

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender 

1. 
County Road Commission meeting minutes of 4/29/09.

                        2. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Stevens to set a Public Hearing date of June 8, 2009 to receive public comments relative to potential changes in the size of the Road Commission and method of selecting County Road Commissioners. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin - No Report

 8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):  


Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no other participation.

 9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Smith - None

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Smith

1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to reschedule the May 25th regular Board Meeting to May 21, 2009 at 10:00A.M. due to the Memorial Day Holiday.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Martin to authorize advertising for 2 three-year terms on the Jury Board to expire April 30, 2012.  One appointment must be a Republican and one appointment must be a Democrat. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

11. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Smith to accept committee reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report.

Controller Pascoe stated they received the executive order explaining 3.2 million dollar  cuts from the State. She stated we do not know how these cuts will affect the county. She stated the State is taking a bulk of the stimulus money to balance the budget. She stated they met with Northpointe to see if there are any ways to save between the jail and Northpointe and the hospitals through technological advances and hook-ups.  She stated the parks have hired their summer help and they will be ready for the Memorial week-end opening.  She stated the Treasurer is in the process of settling with the municipalities right now and we have not received the TIFA money. She stated our cash flow is short this time of year.  She stated two years ago the delinquent taxes were 1.2 million dollars and this year she will need 2 million dollars.  She stated the money will come eventually, but it is coming slowly. 

13
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Stevens asked how many applicants for the airport manager job? Pascoe stated they have received four or five and the deadline is May 22, 2009.  Commissioner Stevens stated we should not even discuss the MSU Extension Office positions going from part-time to full time until we know where the County stands with the TIFA money.

Commissioner Degenaer Jr., stated we have not forgotten the MSU Positions, it is just that we have not received the money yet and it is not a dead issue yet.

Commissioner Smith stated we had a request from TRICO and we had to turn that down and now is not the time

to decide on these issues and we have to be very careful. He stated Stevens, Pascoe, Tarsi and Smith met with a Irrevocable Trust Officer to put the Retirees Medical Benefit Money in a safe place so no future Board can dip into it.   

14. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer JR., supported by Commissioner Stevens to adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:04 P.M.

_____________________________________
___________________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman



Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk

