DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, November 23, 2009 - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens. (5)

Absent: (0)

Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Sheriff Scott Celello, Controller Kay Pascoe and Administrative Assistant Sonya Pugh.

4. Motion by Stevens, Supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept the  agenda with the following additions: 

7. A Finance Committee

1. Authorize the Controller to send another letter to the Michigan Public Service Commission opposing the rate increase proposed by Wisconsin Electric and the MPSC to act before December 29th so that WE cannot self implement the proposed increases.

7. C. Crystal Lake Community Center

1. Authorize a supplemental increase to the CLCC in the amount of $13,000 to cover current expenses.

2. Set a time and date for the County Board to meet with the Crystal Lake Board.

10. Petitions and New Business

Resume/Biography of Mike Horton, candidate for the Hospital Board, is attached.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.





5. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the following meeting minutes with one correction:  
Regular Meeting - 11/09/09

Paragraph five read as follows: “Moved by Commissioner Steven, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 11/09/09.” All Ayes, Motion Carried.  It should have read: “Moved by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 11/09/09.” Degenaer Jr, Stevens and Wender Ayes, Martin and Smith abstained because they were absent.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.








6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:

The following students from Ms. Celello’s Kingsford High School Government Class and Mr. Hogberg’s Iron Mountain High School Government Class: Cole Cavalieri, Mike Ring, Adam Gerhard, Derek Alto, Gabe Balicki, John Miller, Megan Delano, Stefanie Mooney, Heidi Jiminez, Daphne Kent, Pam Jensen, Miranda Tauschek, Tony Amicangelo, Tierany Rigg, Mario Maraccini, Taylor Schettler, Calyn Olson, Danielle Clarke and Andrew Weber. 

A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person)

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time. Gerald McCole, Channing, addressed the Board. He read from a letter that is on file in the County Clerk’s Office. He stated DICSA is cutting congregate meals and taking away Senior Millage allotment from Senior Centers and attempting to close much needed Senior Centers. He stated there are 26 fulltime DICSA employees and explained the dollar amount of their total salaries and benefits. He stated there are 66 part time with no fringe benefits and the cost of salarys.  He stated to contact your elected commissioners and PLEAD with them to aid these vulnerable Senior Citizens. 

There was no other participation.

B.
Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Stevens - None

7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1.  Motion by Commissioner Degenaer JR., supported by Commissioner Stevens to authorize the Controller to send another letter to the Michigan Public Service Commission opposing the rate increase proposed by Wisconsin Electric and the MPSC to act before December 29th so that WE cannot self implement the proposed increases.  All Ayes, Motion Carried
B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens 


1. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to

give a letter of favorable comment to the  A-95 Review for a Wastewater System Improvements Project by the Norway Utilities Authority. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Commissioner Stevens stated this is for $7,942,000. Commissioner Smith stated that Norway is doing very well in the grant area and wondered if they had a consulting firm helping them. He asked Kay to check into it. 

C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith 

1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Stevens to authorize a supplemental increase to the CLCC in the amount of $13,000 to cover current expenses. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens

Aye

Wender

Aye

Motion Carried.

Harriet Goodchild, Director of the Community Center stated the mold project and the budgets cut last year caused the shortage. She stated memberships are also lower this year and utilities are higher. 

2. Set December 2, 2009 at 6:30 P.M. for a meeting with Crystal Lake Community Center Board and the Board of Commissioners in the Sheriff’s Conference Room. 

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report  

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens

1. Conservation District meeting minutes of 10/20/09.

F.
DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Smith  - No Report

            G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Smith

1. Health Department meeting minutes of 9/30/09.

Commissioner Smith stated the Health Department is doing an excellent job in getting the swine flu vaccines distributed.
H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin - No Report

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling Committee- Commissioner Smith

No Report
L.
Public Safety and Judiciary Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender - No Report


M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Steven - No Report

            N.
Airport Committee -Commissioner Henry Wender
 - No Report

O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Library Board meeting minutes of 11/10/09.

Commissioner Martin stated Burnam and Flowers will be handling their Retirement and $225,000 will be deposited.  She further stated they have concluded their collective bargaining.  She complimented the Library Board for a job well done. She explained the Michigan Electronic

Library. 

Q.
Dickinson Partnership/Economic Development - Commissioner Joe Stevens

No Report

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith

No Report

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens

No Report

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender 

No Report

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Construction Code Commission meeting minutes of 9/23/09.

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin

.  

I. Bay West Advisory Committee meeting minutes of 9/24/09.

Commissioner Martin stated the percentage of Dickinson County students continuing their education at Bay College has risen from 19% to 25% and they have waived the $25.00 application fee with the new students.

 8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person): 

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation. 

9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Smith - None

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Smith

1. Motion by Commissioner Smith to nominate the following applicants for two 4-year appointments to the Hospital Board of Trustees pursuant to PA230, applicants submitted by the Hospital in a letter dated 10/29/09.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Ward

Martin

Zurcher

Smith

Zurcher

Stevens
Ward

Wender
Zurcher

Steve Zurcher was appointed to the Hospital Board of Trustees for a four year term.

Smith

Horton

Stevens
Blom

Wender
Horton

Degenaer
 Blom

Martin

Blom

Sally Blom was appointed to the Hospital Board of Trustees for a four year term.

First Vote:Term of Dale Ward expiring on 12/31/09: Applicants: Charles Monk,

Dale Ward, Steve Zurcher. Second Vote: Term of Sally Bloom expiring on 12/31/09: 

Applicants: Sally Bloom, Mike Horton and Chris Lebo.

11. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Smith to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report.

Controller Pascoe stated the Park Manager has been working with Mr. Force and the reports will follow. Pascoe stated the heating and cooling project at the Sheriff’s Department is at a standstill.

She stated there is also heating and ventilating projects at the airport that will not go until spring. 

She stated they have started on the terminal lighting project. Commissioner Stevens asked Kay about the Retirement Trust account. Pascoe stated they we waiting for the trust agreement.  

13
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Martin stated the hospital appointment was a contentious item. She stated it was tough to deal with. She stated she was sure all applicants have the interests of the Hospital and the interest of the Community at heart. She stated Public Boards should err on the side of openess, rather than follow the letter of the law and what is required.  She stated they should bend over backwards to make everything public and open.

Commissioner Stevens stated this decision was one of the most difficult they have had to make in a long time. He stated, he likes a guy who will blast you and then say God Bless You as Gerald MCCole did. He stated the $4.00 fee is a donation only and does not have to be paid.

Commissioner Smith stated the Health Department budget is ½% higher than last year.  He stated there will be approximately a $50,000 deficit.  He further stated he received  a letter criticizing cancelling the last meeting because there was very little business to take care of. 

He stated why should we have the lights on, per diem for all who attend, wages for others when there is not much business to attend to. He stated we can always have an emergency meeting if need be. 

Commissioner Wender stated DISCA is doing everything they can to continue meals but they have a budget like everybody else.  He stated he did not know what more they can do and he did not appreciate Mr. McColes comments.  

Commissioner Stevens congratulated the local  football and other sports teams.

14. Motion Commissioner Wender, supported by Commissioner Martin to adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:07P.M.

_______________________________________
__________________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman



Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk

