DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, November 9, 2009 - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom

The Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Henry Wender.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited by all.

Roll Call was taken by the County Clerk with the following members present: Commissioners Henry Wender, Frank Smith, Joe Stevens, John Degenaer, Jr., and Ann Martin.  A Quorum was present with all members in attendance.

Also Present: Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Controller/Administrator Kathryn Pascoe, County Clerk Dolly Cook, Sheriff Scott Celello, Equalization Director Larry Swartout, Administrative Assistant Sonya Pugh, representation from the Daily News and approximately 20 audience members (including students from Iron Mtn. and Kingsford High Schools).

Students in attendance were: Jonny Nasi, Danni Robarge, Jessica McKindles, Porchia Miljour and Brent Huse from Kingsford High School; and Ashley Tomkins, Nicole Thomas, Derrick Pierce, Claire Testolin, and Tori Duff from Iron Mountain High School.  The Board asked the students to stand and state their name and school.

Moved by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Degenaer to accept the Agenda as written.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.





Moved by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 10/26/09.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
The Chairman opened the floor to Citizens’ Time with there being no participation.

Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Stevens

Moved by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Martin to approve a resolution from UPACC in support of Merit Curriculum Adjustments to Support Career and Technical Education.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Moved by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to approve a resolution from UPACC supporting the Adoption of Legislation requiring the State of Michigan and the State of Wisconsin to allow transfer of Fire Fighter Training Credentials.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Moved by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to approve a resolution from UPACC to Oppose the MiWater Ballot Initiative.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Moved by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer to approve a resolution from UPACC in Support of the Back Forty Joint Venture (HudBay Minerals/Aquila Resources).  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

The Board requested that the Controller forward these resolutions to the Legislators. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

Moved by Commissioner Degenaer, supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve the request of the Probate Judge to send a Juvenile Officer to Regional Detention Support Services Training in Cadillac, MI on 11/17 - 11/18/09 at an approximate cost of $350.  Roll Call Vote: All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Moved by Commissioner Degenaer, supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the Treasurer’s Trial Balance and Budget Status Reports for the period ending 10/31/09.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

County Controller/Administrator Kay Pascoe conveyed the 2010 General Appropriations Act to the Board.

Commissioner Wender asked if there was much difference from last year with Controller Pascoe responding that revenues are down due to state cuts and it is a very tight budget.  She stated that the budget workshop will be on Tuesday, November 24th at 6:30 p.m. and that all Department Heads are invited to attend.

A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens 


Moved by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Martin to give favorable consideration to the A-95 Review for the City of Norway for the purchase of two pickups trucks with plow.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith - no report

Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith  - no report

Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens - no report

DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Smith

Commissioner Smith stated there may be a shut down of some meals at Senior Centers and that DICSA also handles all the monies for vital weatherization, transportation and cleaning of homes for some elderly in need of help in that area.

Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Smith - no report

Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin

The Board has set a joint meeting between the County Board and Karen Thekan and Bill Adrian of Northpointe for December 10th at 6:30 p.m. to discuss financial matters.

Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - no report

Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - no report

Building & Supply/Real Estate Committee- Commissioner Smith - no report

Public Safety and Judiciary Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender - no report

Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens - no report

Airport Committee -Commissioner Henry Wender


Commissioner Wender requested that the Airport Manager attend the next Finance Meeting on November 19th at 6:30 p.m.


Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

Commissioner Degenaer stated that Fair Board member Wally Bouche has died.  A moment of silence was observed.

Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin - no report

Dickinson Partnership/Economic Development - Commissioner Joe Stevens - no report

Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith - no report

Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens

Hospital Board meeting minutes of 9/3/09 were in the packet.

Commissioner Stevens noted that the H1N1 Vaccine was given to Health Care Workers.  He stated further that there have been cases here and that they are prepared.

Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender

Road Commission meeting minutes of 10/14/09 were in the packet.

Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - no report

Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin - no report

The Chairman opened the floor to Citizens’ Time with there being no participation.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Stevens - none

PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Stevens

Moved by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to delay the appointments to the Hospital Board of Trustees until the next meeting.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Moved by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Degenaer to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Controller’s Report:
Controller Pascoe reported that the Budget has been the main focus of our attention lately and thanked all Department Heads for there help in putting this document together.

Commissioners’ Personal Privilege:
Commissioner Degenaer stated he received a letter regarding a meeting in Marquette on November 18th with MSU and County Boards of Commissioners to discuss regional extension offices.  Commissioner Degenaer stated that he will attend the meeting.

Commissioner Smith stated that Delta Nothwest is the world’s largest airline and they don’t care about Iron Mountain-Kingsford. 

Moved by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Stevens to draft a letter to be reviewed by the Board to UPCAP and the Honorable Andy Dillon to object to the stand taken by the UPACC at the 2009 Fall Conference in support of “revenue enhancements” (taxes) to solve Michigan’s budget crisis.  Ayes: Wender, Martin, Stevens, Smith (4),  Nays: Degenaer (1), Motion Carried.

Commissioner Martin thanked Commissioner Smith for responding to these letters. 

Commissioner Stevens said good luck to the football teams.

Commissioner Wender read a prepared statement:

“I want to express my gratitude to all of you... County Board, staff, Department Heads, employees, and friends, who helped make a very tough and sad week for my family easier.  Your  thoughtfulness and generosity and moral support left me feeling overwhelmed.  You seem like family to me and I love you all.  Again, thank you for everything.”

Henry and Sheila Wender and Family

Moved by Commissioner Degenaer, supported by Commissioner Smith to adjourn at at 6.58 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted: S. Pugh
