DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, October 26, 2009 - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M.

2.The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender and Commissioners Stevens and Degenaer Jr. (3)

Absent: Excused absence of Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioner Martin

Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Chief Assistant Prosecutor Carl Downing, Sheriff Scott Celello, Equalization Director Larry Swartout and Controller Kay Pascoe.

4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to accept the agenda as written.  All Ayes, Motion Carried





5. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr. to approve the following  meeting minutes as written:  
Regular Meeting - 9/28/09

Special/Finance Meeting - 10/15/09



All Ayes, Motion Carried.

6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person)

The students from Mr. Hogberg’s Iron Mountain Government Class introduced themselves as follows: Steve Morrison, Cathryn Holmes, Jamie Kmiec, Jared Heino, Alex Blomquist, Josh March, Chuck Edwards, Katie Erickson, Pat Rulh, Shannon Barnes, Christina Young and Sandra Ebertsch.

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time. 

Beth Waitrovich, MSU Extension Director addressed the Board. She stated nothing has been decided yet but here are some possibilities of what may happen. She stated the extension is a partnership with County, State and Federal funding. She stated there are two scenarios on the table from the State. She stated either a 44% reduction in the general fund which could become permanent after federal stimulus dollars are exhausted or a line item veto resulting in zero funding for the MSU Extension and Experiment Stations.  She stated either one will have devastating consequences to MSU Extension and to the County. She stated most of the State funding, 80%, is for the staffing of the MSU Extension. She stated if the funding is cancelled they will have to cancel all county and campus based programs immediately and until further notice.  She stated that includes all 4-H club operations, educational workshops, oversight of any County grant activities led by MSU Extension, and all Master Gardener activities. She stated in the 44% scenario they would have to reduce staff statewide by 44%.  She stated if they did the veto, the state legislature would have a limited window to pass an amendment to restore this funding.  She passed out a letter on how MSU Extension Impacts in Dickinson County and this is on file in the County Clerk’s Office. 

Chairman Wender asked how many kids are in the 4-H Program in Dickinson County?  Waitrovich responded last year there were approximately 1,000 kids involved in the program.

Gerald McCole addressed the Board. He read from a letter that is on file in the County Clerk’s Office.  He stated the Executive Director Jeffrey Heino manages 11 Senior Centers and of the eleven the 5 Senior Centers in Dickinson County would be taking a 10% cut. He stated the other (6) in Iron County would not be taking this 10% cut. He stated these cuts would decrease the quality and quantity of Congregate and Home Delivered Meals to our Senior Citizens. He stated 

this is being done in a discriminating manner. He stated this is probably the first elected officials

to vote to take away meals from our elderly Senior Citizens.  He stated Sagola Township will not allow this to happen. He thanked the Board. 

There was no other participation.

B.  Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Stevens - None

7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to  approve the monthly bills for October in the amount of $145,876.16. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried. 

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report 


C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report 

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith   - No Report

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

F.
DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Smith  - No Report

            G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Smith - No Report

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Table Setting a  date and time for a meeting with Northpointe’s CEO and CFO

until we have the full Board present.  

2. Northpointe Board meeting minutes of  9/24/09.

Chairman Wender commended Commissioner Martin for her stand at the last meeting regarding the rebate that their employees got on their health insurance. He stated she expressed this Boards feelings about the rebate very well and he thanked her on behalf of the Board.  Commissioner Stevens agreed with Wender. 

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Pinecrest Board meeting minutes of 8/28/09.

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to accept 2009 Apportionment Report from the Equalization Director. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Equalization Director Larry Swartout stated the total tax collection for Dickinson County was

35,917, 889. He stated this is up about $400,000.  He stated our total increase is less than 1% from last year. 

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling Committee- Commissioner Smith

No Report
L.
Public Safety and Judiciary Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender


1. The presentation of checks by the USDA will be on Oct. 28th at the Norway Fire Hall at 10 a.m. 

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Steven

1. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to proceed with the recommendation of the Parks Manager and the Forest Management Plan prepared for Sawyer Lake Park to engage in a commercial thinning of the campground area and a marginally commercial thinning of the forested area. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Pascoe stated this is a very unique forest and they would do a thinning that would encourage continued growth of the large trees but not take it down so much that it would change the character of the forest itself.  Commissioner Wender stated we had a very good report from Mr. Forest. 

Commissioner Wender stated we should proceed with Stromberg Park also.

Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Wender to have Stromberg Park  checked out for Forest Management. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2.
Fumee Lake Commission meeting minutes of 9/10/09.

            N.
Airport Committee -Commissioner Henry Wender


1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to authorize the Chairman to sign a Michigan Energy Efficiency & Conservation Block Grant which could provide Ford Airport with up to $133,800 for lighting upgrades to the airfield.  No local match is required for this project. All Ayes, Motion Carried

2. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to Authorize the Chairman to sign Amendment No. 3 to the Airport Land Lease between Dickinson County and Langer Equipment Company for three years. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

3. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to authorize the Airport Manager to begin negotiations with Maverick Development Corporation for a land lease to erect a hangar approximately 160' x 80' on airport property.  (Lease must be approved by the Board before taking effect.) All Ayes, Motion Carried.

Commissioner Stevens asked if this was for this year or spring? Pascoe stated she thought it would be spring. 

4. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to adopt a Facility Use Permit for agencies providing rental vehicles at Ford Airport who do not have office space at Ford Airport at a rate of $200 per month and payable in advance. All Ayes, Motion Carried.  

O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

Commissioner Degenaer Jr., stated they had their first meeting about the 100th Anniversary Fair next year.

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Library Board meeting minutes of 10/13/09.

Q.
Dickinson Partnership/Economic Development - Commissioner Joe Stevens

No Report

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith

No Report

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens

No Report

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender 

1. Road Commission meeting minutes of 10/5/09.

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

Commissioner Degenaer Jr. stated he talked to Dane Rossato and Construction has picked up.

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin - No Report

 8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):  

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.

9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Stevens - None

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Stevens - None

11. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report.

Controller Pascoe stated the Governor has vetoed Jail Reimbursement. She stated this would cost the County $90,000.  She stated they should meet with the Judges, Prosecuting Attorney and the Sheriff. 

13
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Degenaer Jr. Congratulated all the local schools for making it to the playoffs and wished them luck. 

Commissioner Stevens stated these budget concerns also effect the school systems greatly. 

He further stated we lost a wonderful man in Tommy Johnson. He stated he was good for Kingsford, Norway and Iron Mountain. 

14.  Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 6:59 P.M.

__________________________________

_________________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman



Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk 

