DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, September 13, 2010 - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom


1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M.



2.The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook, and a quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens. (5)

Absent: (0)

Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Sheriff Scott Celello, Equalization Director Larry Swartout, Controller Kay Pascoe and Administrative Assistant Sonya Pugh.

4.Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept the  agenda with the following additions:

7.A. Finance

3. Delete the request to help fund the 4-H Electronic Drop-off so that the drop off would be able to accept TV’s. (Goodwill will accept TV’s so this is no longer needed.)

7.L.1 Public Safety and Judiciary

1. Update on the HVAC Project.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.





5. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to approve the following meeting minutes as written:  

Regular Meeting - 8/9/10

Special Meeting - 8/16/10

All Ayes, Motion Carried.






6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
A. Citizens’ Time:  (Limited to five minutes per person)

Commissioner Martin welcomed the following students from Mr. Hogberg’s Iron Mountain Government Class: Jordan Barbeau, Dakota Steele, Cole Grenier, Dakota Brown, Erynn Niemi and Elizabeth Endelman.

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.

B. Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Degenaer

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to designate the fourth Monday in September as Family Day, as requested by the National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

It was the consensus of the Board that it is a sad day when we have to designate a day to make a point of sitting down and having dinner together as a family. 

7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to accept the Trial Balance and Budget Status Reports from the Treasurer for the period ending 8/31/10. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to move the discussion for the request from Breitung Township to participate in a coalition of local units to share the cost of an appraisal to counter an assessment appeal to the Finance Committee meeting to be held Thursday, September 16, 2010 at 6:30 P.M.

Equalization Director Larry Swartout explained what Home Depot is planning to do. He stated they are appraised at 2.7 million and would like a re-appraisal to reflect their value at 1.7 million. He explained the tax consequences to all units.  Commissioner Stevens explained the precedence that would be set and what would stop every other business from doing this? Commissioner Smith asked what the chances of success are? He stated it would be up to Home Depot to prove their appraisal is accurate.  Commissioner Stevens asked if the schools could participate? Commissioner Martin stated it is going to be very expensive. Commissioner Stevens suggested that all units discuss this.  Swartout stated the State of Michigan would be affected the most. 

3. This item has been deleted to consider a request to help fund the 4-H Electronic Drop-off so that the drop-off would be able to accept TVs.

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens  - No Report

C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith

Commissioner Smith stated we are working with the YMCA and it does take time. Commissioner Stevens stated we should have a draft of the lease very soon and he hoped the State issues would be resolved soon. 

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report  

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

F.
DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Smith 

Commissioner Smith stated the weatherization programs are moving very well. He stated we received $220,000 more because they are doing such a good job. 

           G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Smith

Linda Piper, Director of Dickinson-Iron Health Department, stated October 23, 2010 will be the flu shot clinic. She also stated she will be retiring at the end of the year.

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin 

1. Northpointe meeting minutes of 8/19/10.

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling- Commissioner Smith

No Report
L.
Public Safety and Judiciary - Commissioner Henry Wender

Sheriff Scott Celello reported on the HVAC Project. He stated they just got approval from the USDA to start the project. He stated because of the long delay, the material will not be delivered for 8-10 weeks.  He stated he is not comfortable in starting that late because of the alternate heating that will be needed.  He stated they would like to wait until the weather breaks in March or April. He stated we will not save any money by putting this system in  November and the alternate heat was not in the specs and that would cost us more money. He stated this was of no fault to the USDA or Valley Mechanical. He stated U.P. Engineering had to submit the paperwork many times because it was not correct.  Commissioner Wender expressed his displeasure with U.P. Engineering.

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens

Commissioner Stevens stated they should plan a Parks Tour soon. He stated the park was about 2/3 full for Labor Day. He stated he was anxious to see how the parks did this year.

            N.
Airport Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to authorize the Airport Manager to purchase approximately 550 tons of winter sand at a cost of $11.75 per ton. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Motion Carried.

Pascoe stated we paid $12.00 a ton last year.

2. Update on Airport Roof Project.

A long discussion about the roof ensued. Pascoe explained they could remove the windows, replace the windows or leave them there and they could be fixed anytime. It was suggested to bid the roof out over the winter but what is to be done with the windows is critical.  A further discussion will be held at the Finance Committee meeting on Thursday, September 16, 2010. 

.


O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

Commissioner Degenaer Jr., stated he will have a full report at the next meeting.

The Board thanked John and the volunteers for their hard and dedicated work at the Fair. 

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin - No Report

Q.
Dickinson Partnership/Economic Dev. - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens -No Report

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender 



1. Road Commission meeting minutes of 8/31/10.

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin - No Report

 8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):  


Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizen’s Time. Chuck Lantz addressed the Board. He stated Friday was a day of Recognition for P.O.W.’s and MIA’s. He thanked the Board.

 9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS & OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Degenaer - None

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Degenaer - None

11. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried. 

12.
Controller’s Report.

Controller Pascoe stated District Court now has a Polycom Video Conference System installed. She stated the old system went to Probate Court. She stated this will save money for expert witnesses and the State Forensic Labs witnesses because they will not have to travel. She stated Judge Ninomiya stated this will be a very useful tool. She also explained what is going on with the lien and garnishment situation. She stated the State is talking about paying for 2011, but this year is still not decided.  Commissioner Stevens asked that we contact our representatives with a very strong letter requesting a decision to be made about this year.  Pascoe stated Dickinson County still owes $3200.00. She stated the State garnished $800 and our balance is $2,400.00. 

13
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege.

Commissioner Smith stated they had to discuss the roof at the airport at the Finance meeting.

14. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to  
adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:10 P.M.

____________________________________

_____________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman




Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk


