DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Monday, September 28, 2009 - 6:30 p.m.


Courthouse - Circuit Courtroom













1.The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wender at 6:30 P.M.

2.The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said by all.

3. Roll Call was taken by County Clerk Dolly Cook and a Quorum was present.

Present: Chairman Wender, Vice Chairman Smith and Commissioners Degenaer Jr., Martin and Stevens. (5)

Also Present: County Clerk Dolly Cook, Prosecutor Stephanie Brule, Sheriff Scott Celello, Equalization Director Larry Swartout  and  Controller Kay Pascoe.

4. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to accept the  agenda with the following addition:

7.Q. Dickinson Partnership/Economic Development

1. Approve the Letter of Support for the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority in their efforts to obtain a $200,000 grant from the EPA for community wide assessments.

All Ayes, Motion Carried.





5. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the following  meeting minutes as written:  
Regular Meeting - 8/14/09

Finance Meeting - 9/17/09




All Ayes, Motion Carried.

6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION:
Commissioner Martin introduced the juniors and seniors from Mr. Hogberg’s Iron Mountain Government Class: Megan Kafka, Ashley VanDenHeuvel, Tyler Champaign, Emily Dunlap, Caitlyn Hautamaki, Rhiannon Qualley, Stacie Studer, Taylor Jayne, Adam Gendron, Krissy Porier, Seth VanLaanen, Michaela Newberry, Laura Smart, Paul Kuoppala, Max Kujala, Kevin Anys, Trevor Ellison, Emilie Linsmeyer, Jessica Menza, Michelle Patterson, Sarah Ring, Allison Lebo, Emily Reases, Melissa Chen, Megan Chen, Emi Tomassucci, Jacob Coe, Brandon Barkle, Dale Hubbard and Cody Larson.

A. Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person)

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.

B. Resolutions and Legislation - Commissioner Martin

1. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to approve Dickinson County Resolution 1009-10 in support of maintaining a stand-alone Michigan Department of Agriculture.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

7.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

A.
Finance Committee - Finance Chairman John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Smith to approve the release of the 2009 appropriation to the Jake Menghini Museum of Norway in the amount of $1,000. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Stevens to release 50% of the 2009 appropriation to Northpointe in the amount of $49,185, with the remaining 50% to be released in November. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Carried.

Commissioner Smith stated we give Northpointe $98, 000 a year. Commissioner Martin stated their fund balance was so great a rebate of insurance costs was given to all of the employees at the last meeting. She stated the employees pay 15% of their healthcare and with the rebate, the employees will only pay 5%. She stated this was a direct result of a fund excess. Commissioner Martin asked why they don’t reduce the County appropriation? She stated the vote passed to give the rebate to the employees. Pascoe explained there are some monies that have a local match and each of the three counties pay according to population. Commissioner Smith stated if they have so much money left over, we could get with the other two counties and change the amount we are giving or at budget time we should take definite steps to preclude them from having such a high fund balance. 

3. Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Martin to approve the monthly bills for September in the amount of $138,648.08. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Smith

Aye

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Motion Carried.

B.
A-95 Review - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report 


C.
Crystal Lake Community Center  - Commissioner Frank Smith - No Report 

D.
Six County Employment Alliance ‑ Commissioner Frank Smith   - No Report

E.
Planning and Zoning Committee  - Commissioner Joe Stevens  - No Report

F.
DHS/Community Services Agencies - Commissioner Smith  - No Report

            G.
Dickinson-Iron Health Department - Commissioner Smith

1. Board of Health meeting minutes of 8/28/09

H.
Northpointe - Commissioner Ann Martin - No Report

I.
Pinecrest - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Pinecrest Board meeting minutes of 7/23/09

J.
Equalization Committee  - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr. - No Report

K.
Building & Supply/Real Estate-Remodeling Committee- Commissioner Smith

1.  Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Stevens to authorize the Controller to solicit bids for an HVAC system for the older portion of the Correctional Center. (Plans and specs must be approved by the USDA Rural Development office prior to the solicitation of bids.) All Ayes, Motion Carried.

L.
Public Safety and Judiciary Committee - Commissioner Henry Wender

Sheriff Celello stated he met with Northpointe a month ago and they said because of budget shortfalls, they will discontinue the service of someone coming to the jail for 4 hours a week and they want the Jail to contract the work. He stated what he heard about the rebates is disturbing.

Commissioner Stevens stated it is time to meet with them.  

M.
Parks Committee - Commissioner Joe Steven - No Report

              N.
Airport Committee -Commissioner Henry Wender


1. Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Stevens to accept the low bid of Lindberg & Sons to provide 500 tons of sand to Ford Airport at a delivered cost of $12.00 per ton. (Bids were as follows: Lindberg & Sons - $12.00/ton - Midwest Gravel, Inc.$12.80/ton) Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Martin

Aye

Smith

Aye

Motion Carried.

O.
Fair Board - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

Commissioner Degenaer Jr., stated the fair took in $188,888.43 and attendance was up 6,100 over the last record fair at approximately 59,000. 

P.
Library Board - Commissioner Ann Martin

1. Library Board meeting minutes 9/08/09

2. Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Martin to  levy .85 mils for Library operations for 2010, which is the current rate. 

Commissioner Smith stated the Library Board wants .9 mills and this is no time to be raising taxes. He stated the Library has liquid assets as of August 31, 2009 is $1,080,152. 

Motion by Commissioner Smith, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to amend the original motion of .85  to .80. Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Wender

Nay

Stevens

Nay

Smith

Aye

Martin


Nay

Degenaer Jr.
Aye

Motion Failed

(Original Motion) Motion by Stevens, supported by Commissioner Martin to levy .85 mills for Library operations for 2010, which is the current rate.  Roll Call Vote: Commissioners:

Degenaer Jr.,

Nay

Martin

Aye

Smith


Nay

Stevens
Aye

Wender
Aye


Motion Carried.

Commissioner Stevens wanted a ruling on the amendment issue. 

Q.
Dickinson Partnership/Economic Development - Commissioner Joe Stevens

Motion by Commissioner Stevens, supported by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., to approve a Letter

of Support for the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority in their efforts to obtain a $200,000 grant from the EPA for community wide assessments. All Ayes, Motion Carried

R.
Employee Relations Committee - Commissioner Frank Smith

Commissioner Smith stated the third step of the grievance was concluded. 

S.
Dickinson County Hospital Committee - Commissioner Joe Stevens - No Report

T.
Dickinson County Road Commission - Commissioner Henry Wender 

1. Road Commission meeting minutes of 9/09/2009

U.
Construction Code Commission - Commissioner John Degenaer, Jr.

1. Construction Code Commission meeting minutes of 7/22/2009.

Commissioner Smith stated we may want to consider furlough days during the slow times. 

V
Bay West Advisory Committee - Ann Martin - No Report

 8.
Citizens’ Time: (Limited to five minutes per person):  

Chairman Wender opened the floor to Citizens’ Time and there was no participation.

9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND OLD BUSINESS: -  Commissioner Martin

1. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Stevens to accept the resignation of Adolph Rossato from the Dickinson County Planning Commission, with thanks for his many years of service. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

2. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Stevens to appoint Thomas G. Ducharme to an open seat on the Planning Commission for the balance of a term to expire 2/28/2010. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

3. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Stevens to advertise for letters of interest for the Dickinson County Planning Commission, term to expire February 28, 2012 and for an open seat on the Western UP Substance Abuse Service Board, a 3 year term to expire March 1, 2012. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

10.
PETITIONS AND NEW BUSINESS: - Commissioner Martin - None

11. Motion by Commissioner Martin, supported by Commissioner Stevens to accept Committee Reports and Correspondence and Place on File. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

12.
Controller’s Report.

Controller Pascoe stated the revenues are down substantially. She stated other counties are also down. She stated the collection rate is the same, but they do not know why. She stated fewer tickets are being written.

County Clerk Dolly Cook stated 13,675 people visited our web site and they visited 68,949 pages. She stated when we have that volume there are less people calling, coming to the counter and we receive less mail. She asked the Board if any of their committees want to be linked to the counties web site. She stated the jury questionnaires that were not returned are on the web site. 

She stated 50 countries visited the web site. 

Commissioner Smith asked if the storm windows were installed? Pascoe stated all but one that they could not reach. 

13.
 Commissioners’ Personal Privilege. - None

14.  Motion by Commissioner Degenaer Jr., supported by Commissioner Wender to adjourn, Subject to Call of Chairman at 7:14 P.M.

______________________________
______________________________

Henry Wender, Chairman


Dolly L. Cook, County Clerk

